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from it, in "Time. the moſt excellewt Va- 
tures ſbould nos delight to Pardon; tho: it 
A ugrevable to the Spi Gr ce, 
which animates Tour whole Behaviour, to for- 
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Have fearch'd for all Extenua- 
W=D. tions. and Abatements, to gra- 
tify my own Candor, towards 
the Erroneous Opinions and 
Practices of ſome, otherwiſe | 
Good and well-meaning Peo- 
ple, and can reſolve them in- 
to nothing, ſo generally as RI 
= take and Inadvertency. Whoever 
I IZ s diſpoſed to rake the Benefit of 
the beſt Excuſe, in Imitation of the greateſt Examples, 
inſtead of upbraiding, T profeſs myſelf ready to turn 
their Advocate. The enſuing Pages have no ſuch haugh- 
ty Aim, as to pretend to gain a Victory over any Man's 
Perſon; but over his Incogitancy and Miſtake, they 
are very humbly and earneſtly ſollicitous. And, What 
Reader may I not modeſtly hope to prevail with, to 
acknowledge the One, and quit the Other? If I de- 
monſtrate his doing ſo, to be a ſupremely Rational, 
Ingenuous and Religious, Action; and, with other Ad- 
| | VB vantages, 
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drance, and bewailing the 


155 
vantages, muſt derive 1775 him the Eſteem and Prai- 
ſes af. all the Wiſe apd Virtuous. 


© THIS excellent, eaſy. Virtue, would certainly come 
more into Faſhion, ' where there are Diſputes 71 
* 


Differences, if it was not brow · beaten and ſupp 

by falſe Notions of the Honour of - Conflancy and 
Steadfaſtneſs to Ones Opinion; and of the Diſre- 
putation of being a Turn- coat, or miſtaken: I believe 
erery-body. will agree with me, That this is, now, 
the moſt Univerial Cauſe, why Men continue ſo 
long, or altogether in detected Miſtake: They con- 


firm themſelves, almoſt to a Man, to be ſtill what 


they were, becauſe they think one and the ſame 
Thought, That they cant come off from it with 
Honour: The Error following from that, is, to 
judge it to no Purpoſe to be made ſenſible of One; 
where the Mind decrees not to own, it derermines 
of Courſe nor to perceive it. Thus ir defies the Ac- 
ceſs of Conviction in many, and turns it out of 
Doors when got in, in others. Such is the Honour, 
ſuch the Temper which keep up Part ; nor is there 


any thing elſe ro ſupply it with vital Spirits. 


THERE is undoubtedly, a Difference between 
being in an Error or Inadverrency, and an aſſumed 
Purpoſe never to relinquiſh them; the not being 
convinc d they are ſuch, and reſolving not to be ſo. 

- TO this laſt abounding Diſpoſition of Mind, I 
addreſs the following Sheets, ro induce it to quit 
that baſe deſperate Reſolution, from the Senſe of 
Virtue; the bounden Reſpect to Truth, together 


with the Eaſe of finding it: The indiſputable Sen- 
timents of Honour and Glory, and Characteriſticks 


of good Senſe; by 2 every tenacious Hin- 
d Effects of Obſtinacy. 
There can be no Diſpute about the Miſtake, when 


it is evidently ſhewn to deviate from Holy Scripture, 
Fact and Experience, the impartial Standards of Truth, 


and Regulators of our judgment; and ſhewn in the 


Spirit of Friendſhip and Meekneſs too, which is the 
true Spirit and Temper of the Goſpel ; the Spirit and 
Energy of Perſwaſion moreover. I deſign no grea- 
ter Uneaſineſs to any body, than the Beauty of farther 


Light 
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Light and Honour, which will appear, as I hope, in 
opening this new Door of eration. bs TH 
- 'TIS a Fallacy to think, That every one who 
differs from another in Opinion, - muſt neceflarily ſer 
up for Superiovity of Judgment and Learning. The 


Arrogance of believing One's own Eyes before ano- 


rhers, and yielding to clearer Evidence rather than 


obſcure, is eaſy to be forgiven: At the fame Time 
| he offers his Reaſons and Arguments to others, who 


won't be convinc'd (as they ſay) by Arm,, bur by 
Arguments; he defires not, expects not, to perſwade 
- on Account of Authority, but the Validity of his 
Proofs and Reaſons. Homo, qui erranti comiter mon- 
ſtrat viam, quaſi Lumen de lumine ſuo accendat, facit. 
They are not his Reaſons or Authority, but that 
which has Juriſdiction over you, and me, and all of 


us in Particular, viz. Every One's own Reaſon and 


Allegiance ro the Authority of Truth, which con- 
vinces: And who need ſcruple ſubmitting ro ſuch a 
Friend and Guide as one's ſelf, better inform'd, or ar 
leaſt better conſidering d ; YVES 2 
IF ſome would behave themſelves with ſo much 
Diffidence and Temper, as to acknowledge them- 
ſelves capable of being in the Wrong, One might be 
induced, from that Teſtimony of Ingenuity and good 
Senſe, ro think them in the Righr: Bur if they are 
really capable of being Miſtaken, it is moſt certainly 
their Duty to doubt whether they are, or not; and 
from doubring to weigh, confider, examine impar- 
tially ; ſee and hear with their own proper Eyes and 
Ears, That the Truth which is fo plain, lovely and 
uniting, may no longer be difdain'd, aud overlook'd. 
If upon the eaſy Scrutiny, ir ſhould be found on 
their Side, to be more comforted and confirm'd in 
their Sentiments; if againſt them, as willing to yield, 
and no leſs generous to own they have been Mi/- 
talen; and declare the ſame with a Noble Frank- 
neſs, a Conſcious Humanity, and a Religious Speedi- 
neſs: From thence forward, they may be ſure of 
enjoying the Glory of Sincerity and Uprightneſs, in 
following nothing but the Truth, and of diſdaining, 
to be deraind by any corrupt Motives whatſoever, 
from the charming Dury of embracing it immedi- 
9 3 | ately, 
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ately, and conſigning up our Opinions to the Deter: 
2 and 3 — Behaviour, ro the 
Guidance of it. By making that healing Declara- 
tion openly, and abiding by it conſtantly, they are 
further enſured from the ſad Effects, various Incon- 
veniences, and real Reproaches, inevitably. atrend- 
ing upon an inflexible Adherence to an Error, and 
_ Inadverrency, of fo conſiderable Conſequence, as that 
under preſent Conſideration. Nor can they fail of 
being recompenced with manifold Advantages g For 
they may depend upon Reaping ſrom within, the 
mighty Joy and Conſolation of being handſemly 
deliver'd from the wonted Contradiction, heaween 

a bad Action and an averr'd good Meaning and 
from without, the Applauſes and Encomium of all 
Lovers of Peace and Truth. 54771 | „ 

A Rational Creature can't perform a more Ge- 
nuine Duty, nor worthier Deed, than to yield to 

the intrinſick Force of Truth, as ſoon as apprehend- 

ed; and to cultivate the Diſpoſition of admiring ir 
even in an Adverſary;z and every where, and at all 
Times, ſubmitting to irs welcome Conviction : / For 

he gets the greateſt Victory, who being conquer d, 
gains the Truth. And whoever puts in for that 
Prize, muſt ſer up that goodly Diſcipline in his 
Mind, which may impartially denominate bim as 
ready to be overcome, as to conquer: Paratus vin · 
cere, & vinci. By yielding ro Truth apparent, we 
obey the Deciſion of the appointed judge of all 9 
Doubrfulneſs, take the Advice, and comply with 4 
the Direction of GOD himſelf. We follow our 
proper Guide, our beſt and deareſt Friend; dearer 
than Thouſands of Gold and Silver, than Father or 
Mother, Wife or Children, Superiors, Equals or 
Inferiors, Antients or Moderns: For ſpe 1 a Treaſure 
unto Men that never faileth, which they that uſe be- 
come the Friend. of GO D. In her is an Underſtand- 
ing Spirit, Holy, One only, manifold, ſubtil, lively, 
clear, undefiled, plain, not ſubjet to Hurt, loving the 
Thing that is good; quick, which cannot be letted, rea- 
dy to do good, hind to Man, ſtedfaſt, ſure— Having all 
Power, over ſceing all Thingh. and going thro' all Un- 
derftanding—Sbe is @ pure Influence flowing from ths 
le : £4 Glory 
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Slom vf the Almighty: The: Brightneſs. of the Everlaſting 
Light: The unſpotted Mirrour of the Power of GOD, 
and. the Image of - bis. Goodneſs. If we know that God 
harh. appointed it, What occaſion for, farther Wit- 
neſſes ? If ſure he hath ſaid it plainly to all Un- 
derſtandings, What need we any other Guide. of 
Controverſy ? Who are they that have got a Pri- 
viledge of not ſubmitting to him? But every Citi- 
zen may be perfectly certain of obeying his Voice, 
who ſubmit to plain Scripture, and Reaſon : And up- 
on good Grounds, promiſe themſelves his Peace with- 
in their Spirit, as long as they are conſcious of 


his Truth only reigning there; and that their Con- 


formity to it, made ſure by proper Enquiry, and 


ſincere Removal of every Hindrance and pervert- 


ing By.- end, is their bounden Conformity to their 


Maker, and an Approach to their Happineſs: Fol- 


lowing the Way that leads to Truth, and the Truth 
that leads ro Life; as ſoon as well known, the 
Beauty thereof engages Love, and when it is lo- 
ved, it begins Felicity. ö | 5 i * 
As Light is the Perſection and Glory of the Sun, 
ſo the proper Luſter, and Perfection of a reaſonable 
Soul, is the Love, Poſſeſſion, and Fertility of that 
active Truth which centers in Duty, influences the 
Will, and heals its Diſtempers; regulates its Choice 
by the Choice of God, its Liberty by the Liberty of 
of God; and renders it one with him, and in that 
Unity like him. It is the Reſting Place of the Soul: 
All the Earth" (ſays Zorobabel, 1 EId. 4. 36, Se.) call. 
eth upon the Truth, Heaven bleſſeth it, all Works ſhake 


and tremble at it, and with it is no Unrigbteous Thing- It 


endureth and is ſtrong, it liveth and conquereth for ever. 
more. With ber there is no accepting of. Perſons, or R- 
wards ; but ſhe doth the Things that are juſt, and re- 
fraineth from all - unjuft and wicked Things, and all 
Men do well like of ber Works —She is the Strength, King- 
dom, Power and Majeſty of all Ages; bleſſed be the G 
ef Truth; great is it, and mighty above all Things, The 
Mind keeps itſelf ſound by the Means of it; and li- 
ving upon its own Congenial Food; always preſerves 

its Health and Vigour : Fob (34. 3.) bath obſerved of 
one of its Appetites, That the Ear trzeth Words, as _ 
| Mouth 
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Month tafteth Meat. The Love of it ſeems a Nat? 


ral Reliſh, and Inftin& implanted in the Soul. GOD 


Has taken Security, as ir were, of Man for his Ob- 


ſequiouſneſs co it, by inſerting a Native Homage 


To ir, as the Firſt Principle and Difate of our Na- 


: Conſequently, To be either wilfully indiffe- 
rent to the Diſcovery of it, or refiſt, or ſtifle ir, is to 
remain willingly depraved in the moſt material Con- 
cern, and Capacity of our Being. Falſhood is roo 
deformed and irreconcileable ro the Underftanding, 
for any to be found hardy enough to own they have 
eſpouſed ir. Bur as for Truth, every-body is even 
pleaſed, and takes Notice how beautiful is the Defe. 


rence to it, in Converſation. There is apparently #* 


ſomething ſneaking in the Soul, if not in the Coun- 


tenance of him that declines ſuch common Honeſty ; 


but you are as conftantly affected and delighted with } 
the viſible Greasneſs, Quality and Honour in the | 
Face of him, who cheerfully yields ro it Evictions. 

THE Truth of Words is when they agree with a 
Man's Thoughts ; the Truth of his Thoughts when 
they agree with Things themſelves: Or whch is the | 
fame Thing, when the Truth in the Subject, or Un- 
derſtanding agrees with rhe Truth in the Object, the | 
Repreſentation with the Thing repreſented, the Pic- 
ture and Deſcription with the Things painted or de- 
ſcribed, So that the Truth we all contend for, and 


are bound to Submit to, is eſtabliſhr in the neceſſary F 


Reſpects, mutual Relations, and immutable Agree- 
ments and Diſagreements between Things and Things. 
Was it, or could it be, otherwiſe, every Thing might 
equally be a proper Means for evry End ; every Ar- 
gument and Medium equally ftrong to prove every 
Sort of Concluſion. Which Abſurdity and Impoſſibi- 
lity is palpable, is difavow'd by all, and that compleat- 
ly proves the other. No Human Underſtanding can 
create a New Truth, no more than a real Being in Na- 
ture: All its Function and Ability is ro diſcover it by 
joining or ſeparating of ſigns ſor Ideas] as the Things 
ſignified by them do Agree or Diſagree with one ano- 
ther; and it may diſcover Falſhood by marking our | 
the Agreement or Diſagreement of Signs and Tdea's | 
etherwiſe, than as the Things ſignified accord or * - | 
that 


(7) 
that thoſe are falſely joyned and compounded; which 
2 2 to be ſeparate, thoſe falſely ſeparated and diyi- 
D ded which ought to be joyn d. If chen =o Baks and 
d. certainty of the Truth inqueſted lies in Things theme + 


— 


ge ſelves, as GOD has conſtiruted them by Nature, or 

: inform'd us by Revelation, and 2 to us Rules 
. | of Conduct and Demeanor with regard to them, it 
to follows, that our Underſtanding can make nothing 
true or falſe, which in itſelf is otherwiſe; but muſt 
o take Things as GO D has made, and preſcribed them 
g, | ro us. The Reaſon of Things in this latitude, the 


Son of $yrach, ſays, the firſt Man hnew not perfeth, no 
or mare ſhall the laft find out. Tull OTE a well, 
WM 8 Commenta delet dies, Nature Judicia confirmat, 
ly Iis nor Antiquity, nor this, or that Author, becauſe 
n. not Man, that makes Truth; they may tranſmit it as 


. Witgeſſes, they may ſer forth their diſcovering Rea- 
th ſons, and according to their Goodneſs and Veriſimili- 


ne © rude are they to be accounted o. it 
WE ate eſpecially to obſerve, fince our particu- 
x | {ar Intereſt or ;Inclination have not the making any 
Thing true, or falſe, our Inclinations to one, or to ther, 
ne are ever carefully to be reviſed by the Underſtanding. 
Being loath ro perceive the true State of the Mat- 
he ter is no manner of Reaſon; though indeed the 
- beſt Abundance have, for rejecting a Thing as falſe, 
or uncertain, which is abſolutely true; nor is a Wiſh, 
d however vehement, able, to conſtitute that true which 
is not ſo. For nothing becomes ſo becauſe it pleaſes ; 


. leaſt, be conformed to. Love to Truth is other- 


hr wiſe the meer Prerence, and we uttterly falſe or in- 
different to the Attainment of it; in order to be 
oy | True aud undiſturbed ro ſome other choſen Intereft, 

or Humor; the guilty Unwillingneſs of ſeeing One 


xs diſappointed, or the Other croſt, is that which be- 
an Sete the unreaſonable Antipathy, in ſo many, againſt 


conſidering the Reaſons and Evidence of being in che 


Wrong. . N = 
'!' BB SINCE the requifite Knowledge of Truth is the 
Aſſimulation and Conformity of the Underſtanding to 
Things; and of the Conſcience to Rules, when true- 
y acquaiared and irradiared with the real 8 
= . | an 


(8) 

and Diſagreements of the one, and the Meaning of 
the other; if you would he reſolyd what is Truth, or 
what Kind of it does moſt import us, go to Nature, 
go to Holy Scripture, and to the proper Means of un- 
derſtanding them: They are the Authentick Standard 
by which we are obliged to prove” all Things. And for 
ever adored be the good Providence of GO D Al- 
_ Who has diſplayd and rang'd before tis 
rhoſe Truths, which: affect our greateſt Concernments 
either in this World, or the next, in 'a moſt conſpi- 
cuòus Manner, and ſubjected them to an eaſy Arrain- 


* * 


_ and Perception; every One carries rhe Torch- 
e abour him for Tryal and Diſcovery. He has 
ciouſly dealt by the Needs and” Occaſions of our | 
Is, in His Holy Scriptures, as in Nature by the | 
Wants and Conveniences of tlie Body: What is 
moſt uſeful. he has 6 common, plain, 
and procurable: Litle Search will find out Water, or 
Fire, litle Pains will help the Corn to grow up to 
Bread, the Fruit- Trees bear of thęemſelves and courr | 
Acceptance of their kind Preſents; but as for Dia- 
monds, precious ſtones, or other v: ſuable Impertinen- 


: 


ces as they are fitted for a few Perſons, ſo are they to | 


* # 


be mer with in few Places, ſurrounded with Difficulry, 


reſerved in Darkneſs and Caverns, hard to be reſcued 
ro Light, and polliſhr for rhe Uſe of rhe Curious: In 
like manner, has the Allwiſe Provider ſerved our Souls 
with the Truth, more precious than Rubies, becaufſe 
indeed extenſively neceffary ; that which concerns the 
Peace and Welfare of this World, and the Salvation of 
our Souls in the next, is as common as Day Light, 
and as cheap as Bread. The fundamentals for ur 
Happineſs may be read by him that runneth ; a fincere | 
enquiry can't well miſs of them. But commonly the 
” . ev any. is from a neceſſary Article, rhe leſs plain 
and obvious is it ro our Underſtanding, and there- 
4 fore if in theſe we do err and miſtake, tis not to be 
* wonder d ar”. Tis a ſign that Philoſopher was nu- } 
acquainted with Revelation, who ſtyled it a Buſineſs of 
that arduous Labour, as to be brought out of a deep Well; 
What if there be ſome of that depth in the Bible, that 
which is moſt uſeful Preſents refelf upon the ſurface, 
as common as the Waters that cover the Sea? Would 
; | | | we 
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(9) 
We biit once in this our day agree, to ſuffer plain Things 
to influence, how Happy, Peaceable, and Good might 
we all be? If our Parry diſputes were brought to the 
Arbitration of the perſpicuous Directions for obeying 
Governors, ſo many, and clear, on purpoſe for the Un- 
derſtanding of the People, all unquietneſs would Va- 
niſh, Inadvertencies be rectify d, a paſt doubrs weighed - 
down with preſent Duty, and Parties be no more. 
Bur if we will be perverſe to make difficulties where 
GOD has made none, and Study untowardneſs to 
thoſe known Verities of Peace and Godlineſs, we 
$ | —— our Soul into Danger, and the World into Con- 
E fion. bf . 3 1 2 
WE are arrived fo far, as to be agreed what f 
Truth we ought moſt to liſten to in the Debate: Of 
What kind is that, which is our apparent Concern, 
Virtue, Wiſdom and Probity to be derermin'd by: 
And perceive it to be a plain Thing to thoſe, who 
are duly enclin'd to receive it, according to the Com- | | 1 
mandment, in the Love thereof ; and to be defective in EO 3 
that Inclination, is nor only a Criminal Indifference, | 
bur an effectual ſhurting the Door againſt what we 8 , 
tend to invite in, and has indeed a Right to en- | 
ter, and take Poſſeſſion of our Hearts, and put an | 
End to our Diviſions : And therefore to be Guilty of 
a long Inadvertency concerning it, is undoubredly | 
ſuch a Failure and Sin, as will be charg'd Home to | [| 
our Account; and with the heavieſt Aggrevations, if 
we perſiſt therein. What does that ſuggeſt ?—Bur | 
the greater Need of all Haſte and good Conſcience, 3 _ 
to recede from, and retract, as ſoon as put in Mind = 
of it. I would fain preſume, we ſhall more in- | 
ſtantly diſpos'd to it, when we fully confider, . 
_ SECONDLY, The Credit and Renown, the 
_ ſingular Glory and Commendation of acknowledging 
a Miſtake, and deſiſting from it. This Argument 
has Senſe enough to be felt and fubibd with Plea- 
ſure, by every Underſtanding, that has any ſound 
Taſte left for Reputation, and the Sentiments of Ho- 
nour: Glory ſure will prove a ſufficient Spur Truth 
and Error being mix d together, is the ordinary Occa- 
fon of many falſe Reafonings. Thar which makes 
any great Error plauſible, and paſs diſguis d and un- 
„ C diſcover'd 


(10) 


4 - 


Ader d, is lis Arnifcint Alikries hs ns: W 


There is a pretty Repreſentation of 


rhis, inrended in 


the Fable; How Truth at firſt preſented' berſelf ts: the 
World, and went about to feek, Entertainment 3 but: whets 


found none, 


80 obtrude berſelf u 


the Earth, and take her Flight to Heaven z but as ſhe 


going up, ſhe chanced Elijah like to let ber Mantle fall 3 


being of a generous Nature, that loves not 


unworthy Syirits, ſhe reſolo d to leave 


Was 


and Falfhood waiting by for ſuch an Opportamity, ſnatch'd 
it up —— and Yor fince goes ws. gui d in Tritth'd 


Attire, Differin 
ſonable; if the 


ring 


plain Things 


Opinions are not ali falſe, nor unte- 
and obſcure, which are 


blended together, and made equallyclear by that Means, 
were fairly parred, the Difficulty would be fairly ex- 


plicated, and the Diſpu 
no ſuch Thing as plain Scriprure oppoſing pl 


te com-promifed : For there is 


ture; but the obſcure and plain, thru rhe Raſnneſs, 
Hypotheſes, Intrigues, and other evil Paſſions of Men, 
are made to diſpute with one another; and much of 
the Conteſt is about the Manner of W the Know- 
ledge, much leſs the Deciſion thereof, is, for the moſt part; 

purpoſely omitted in thoſe Holy Pages: Hence the | 
jumble of Religions, Notions, and Difcords, How ma- 
ny Diſpures are of Paſſion, againſt Paſſion p Tis the | 
Fare of Reaſon, dwelling among Men, to parrake in 
their Infirmities; and as long as they over-look that 
which is plain, and loſe themſelves in that which is 
doubtful, they are ever Learning, and never able to 
come to the Knowledge of the Truth. Reaſon is not 
the Rule of itſelf, but of the Arguments uſed to ſlrew 


and unfold it: A Demonſtration of juſt Conſeq 


, 


drawn from true Principles, is the ſtanding Teſt of 
what appears reaſonable. But as Evil deceives, by 
falſifying Good; fo Error does. by Truth, Would 


you be glad then to know the ready way 


ro 


unravel the Myſtery of Miſtake, diſcern the Er- 
ror, and be tilt in Poſſeflion of the Truth? I 
need not recommend ro the Fur Maxim of Plato, 


nor the Four Rules of Des Cartes for finding 
there is nothing wanting, nor 'defir'd, in 


75 


becauſe 


plain a 


Caſe, but a due Arrention and NResollectiom of cetrain - 
clear Truths: They are, thank GOD, as Keys in 


our Hand, to er- nine that which is doubiful, and re- 


fute 
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(110 
Fate what is falſe; and ſo compleatly unlock the per? 
BUT here begins rhe Apology z Whereas the 
Minds of us Men, are as generally ſubject ro Preju- 
dice, Miſtake and Inadvertency, as our Bodies to Di- 
ſeaſes e Ir is ſo far from being diſnonourable for the 
Mind of any, to be found in either, that it is a very 
common Thing: And to think all one does in Purſu- 
ance of ſuch an Opinion, to be fight, is one of the 
ratefulleſt and commoneſt Fallacies reſiding in the 
d of Man. That which appears, at one Time, 
like a Demonſtration to a Man, by a greater Light 
preſented, dwindles into x Sophiſm, fit for ou but 
to be given up. I have known ſome doubt, a 
pugn the Innocency of Error; but no one ever Jueftiog d 
the Ingenuity of receding from it. We are all decei- 
ved in ſome Things; and frequently in one another: 
Only here is the Difference, Some have the virtuous 
and ingenuous Freedom of Mind, and value for Truth 
and Peace, as to own and retract it; others are un- 
Tortunately beguild and with-held from it, by falſe 
ENorions of Stedfaſtneſs; and are ſtill Poſitive they are 


a the Right, when all Proof of cheir being ſo, and 


vith that, all Credit, is departed from them. Let 
en once come into the Belief of fo certain and ex- 
ellent a Poſition, viz. That it is more n to 
Pe always deceived, than to confeſs oneſelf once Mi- 
aken ; they would no more think it their Honour to 
erfiſt ſo long, or have always ſomething to reply, tho 
auſt as much to the Purpoſe, as ſomerhing may per- 
erſly be ſaid for any Thing. Is it an Honour? Or an 
conſcionable Injuſtice to Truth, ro make it more 
Nie Zuſineſs to be thought they are in the Right, 
nan really to be ſo; and when their Heart — 
hem, they are not ſo? Is true Glory and Praiſe, as 
iſtinguiſh'd' from the falſe, any thing, but what is 
Wuilr in the Relation of obeying Truth, and imita- 
ng ow which is good, preferably to all other Com- 
iances | TER | a 
WHOEVER has that good Senſe of Religion and 
are of Humility, to acknowledge a Miſtake of 2 n- 
quence, will ever be reſpected as one who has the 


a rniture of Virtue, Integrity, and true Greatneſs of 


9 Soul 


ren) 
Soul in him. Good and great People, have been Guil- 
ty of Inadvertency and Miſtake; but they are the 
beſt, the greateſt, who confeſs the One, and retract 
the other, as ſoon as they perceive it: And who does 
not, can neither be good nor great. Tho it is very il- 
. luſtrious and moſt excellent in itſelf, the Noble Pre- 
fidenr of St. Paul has render d it the more abun- 
dant . 23. 3. Then ſaid Paul, I wiſt not 
| Brethren, that be was the High Prieſt; for it is writ- 
ten, thou ſhalt not ſpeak, Evil of the. Ruler of thy People. 
In the obvious Senſe of which Words, and the Opi- 
nion of Dr. Hammond, and others, the great 4 of 
ſtle confeſſes, that he did amiſs, excuſes himſelf 
from Inadvertence, and freely retracts the Miſtake, 
as ſoon as ever put in Mind of it. He makes an 
Apology for what he had ſaid of the High Priest, 
v. 3. God ſhall ſmite thee thou whited Wal; for ſie- 
| reſt thou to judge me after the Law, and commandeſt 
_ thou me to be ſmitten contrary to the Law; the Com- 
mand in v. 2. was to ſmite him over tho Mouth. The; 
ſmart Violence, and ſudden Injuftice, might put} 
him into ſuch Diſorder, as not to have that Law? 
_ preſent to his Mind, which forbad ſpeaking Evil of 
the Ruler of the People. GOD might permit hin 
not to recollect, that by that Opportunity, the Spi 
rit of Prophecy might make an Eruption againſt An 
nias; and at the ſame Time, give in before rh 
Bench, a Teſtimonial who St. Paul was: It being a8 
1 acknowledg'd Caſe with the Jews, that he who ate 
5 | as a Prophet, was not under the Obligation of thi 
8 Precept; whilſt the Spirit of Paul himſelf, as ſoon 2 
B's put in Mind by ſome of the Standers-by, ſaying, R 
vileſt thou GO D': High Prieſt Then ſaid Paul, 
| wiſt not Brethren, &c. i. e. Under ſuch a Percuſſio 
and Outrage upon an innocent Part, which had ui 
ter d nothing but the Truth, I did not juſt then adveſ 
- it was the High Prieſt, or Ruler of the People, w 
had given that an illegal and unreaſonable Order; 
| being ſo contrary to his Office to have done ir. Wh 
Sk ther Anenias was regularly High Prieſt, or no, is n 
| the main Queſtion; becauſe tis certain, he was 
leaſt Ruler of the People, in the Confeſſion of the 
poſtle ; and by rhe Injunctions of Hoh Writ, none 
| L 
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that Authority ought to have Evil ſpoke againſt them; 


This is the plaineft, and far more likely Senſe, than 
that other latent concealed one (fo differing Commen- 


tators call ir) which would bring in Sr. Paul juſtifying - 


- . himſelf, by rendring du ev, I did not acknowledge him 

ro be the wn High Prieſt, being advanc'd (per- 
_ haps) by Bribery : For all that Nicety, whether he 
was ſo promoted, or not; or whether . Yee, will 
readily admit that Interpretation; rarely imputable 
to it in the N. T. ſeems to be abſolutely ſuperſeded, 
by what is plain and manifeſt: (1.) That he was 
at leaſt Ruler of the People, vid. Dr. Hammond 's Note, 


- Luke 3. 2. (2.) St. Paul's immediate Application of 


a Scripture Rule, Ex. 22. 28. againſt his own Words, 


towards ſuch a one, clearly declare, he had com- 


mitted a Miſtake. Nevertheleſs, he was ſtill fo un- 
der the Conduct and Impulſe of the Divine * 

as ſoon to correct the Inadvertency he had fallen 
into, as a Man provoked. And this is ſufficient to 
| preſerve the Dignity of an Apoſtle, his Guidance in- 
to Truth, and his inviolable Love and Adherence 
ro ir. And if the Promiſe ro the Twelve, and the 


| Seventy, Matth. 10. 19, 20. Mark 13. 11. Luke 12. 


11, 21, 14. ſnould be Perſonal, and St. Paul not be- 
ing one of that Number, tho an Apoſtle, then there 


is not the leaſt Suſpicion of any Derogation from 


that Promiſe. This Apoſtle was remarkable for his 
Zeal in all the Parts and Conduct of his Life: When 
converted to Chriſtianity, that Religious Paſſion was 
tranſlated from Sin to Virtue, by his varying the Ob- 
ject, and growing zealouſly addicted to that Way of 
Truth, which before he was furious againſt; and al- 
ſo by a more gentle, harmleſs Conduct of it. He 
ſays, he found ſo much Mercy of GOD, to be con- 
vinc d of the Truth, by reaſon of his doing what be 
did, ignorantly and in unbelief: It was ſurely a great 
Favour and Grace to be ſo, ſince he acknowledges 
if he bad not become a Convert, his Ignorance and 
Unbelief, with never ſo good Intention, or miſta- 
ken Judgment with it, had proved fatal to him. If 
therefore a miſtaken, or miſinform'd Conſcience, will 
not juſtify a Man's Oppoſition and Uapeaceable- 
neſs, how right ſoever his Proceedings may be in 
| | bis 


| 
1 
| 
ö 
| 
= 


an hint given him of the former, but he took it kindly, 


( 14) | 
his own Eyes, according to the preſent Judgment of 
Things; it remains, That he and his Conſcience lye 
under an Obligation, not yet comply d with, of be- 
ing regulated by better Information, and the ſerious 
Confideration of plain Truth and Duty over- look d; 
and ſeeing they are ſo very plain and clear, they are 
fic ro be the perpetual controuling Rule, for all Con- 


* 


ſciences in general ro walk by: They are always ſuf- 


| ficient, when attended to, to rectify rhe Mind, and 


in that, the Conduct of all common People in ge- 
neral; whether they make a judgment what they 
ought to do, or reflect upon what they have done, 
as right or wrong; that Judgment, and that Refle- 
ction of their Mind, is their Conſcience, both as it 
guides and bears Witneſs to their Actions. Altho' 
"tis a Sin for a Man, not to act according to his 
Conſcience (ſuppoſing it miſtaken) ſtill in Things of 
great Importance, as the Peace of Society, and Sub- 
miſſion to Governors, wherein the Sacred Injun- 


ctions are exceeding clear and poſitive, it will be his 


Crime not to ſtudy the eaſy, and purſue the needful 
Diſcernment; becauſe, we can no otherwiſe juſtify 
following Conſcience as our Guide, than as it is gui- 
ded, not by diſputable, but the plain evident Obli- 

ations and Preſcriptions of Holy Scripture and Rea- 

n. This way of reſolving Doubrs,. is intelligible 
to all, in Duty neceſſary, in manner eaſy, and both 
fo conſpicuous, as to have no Intricacy at all 3 tis 


certain to be found by every one upon _ it can 


be hid to none but thoſe who mightily diſuſe, or 
abuſe, the Faculty of Thinking. | 

IF Sr. Paul therefore acknowledg'd himſelf Guilty 
of an Inadvertence, and was not aſham'd to retract 
and renounce it Publickly (a whole Aſſembly being 
Witneſs) and immediately and williogly by Stands 


corrected by his implacable Enemies too, as ſoon as 


ever they hinted his forgetting ſuch a Direction of Scrip- 
rure, no Body, tho' never ſuch a Zealot in their Way, - 
ought to deem ir any. diſparagement to recede from a 
Miſtake, when friendly pur in Mind of it. He was, 
at the ſame Time, an Inſtance of Inadvertency, and of 
the higheſt Honour and Virtue: For he had no ſooner 


and 


„ (C5 
and correted himſelf; his Love to Truth was im- 
moveable and impartial, for he firly reſpected ir, and 


paid his ready Submiſſion to it; as well from an Ene- 
my; as the deareſt Friend; hardly a Fault or a Hu- 
man Infirmiry (which. is next to none) before. it was 
converted into a Monument of the moſt Heroick Vir- 


tue z it was more than expiared as foon as committed; 
He was in a Paſſion, he forgot himſelf for a Moment, to 
ſnew that no Man is totally excmpred from that Frailty. 
and that the greateſt meer Men may. more frequently, 
have their Intervals of Inadvertencies and Miſapprehen- 
ſion: Bur then he Publickhy retracted this Miſtake; this 
ſignifying, that it was beneath no Man living fo to 


do, in a Matter of ſuch Conſequence, as entire Submiſſi- 


on in Word, as well as Deed, to the Civil Powers ſer 
over us. He no ſooner recollected himſelf by what the 
Standers by ſaid, bur he faved them the Trouble of 
quoting the Scripture againft his own Practice, Fi it 

is Mritten, ſays he of his own accord, Thou ſhalt not 
ſpeak evil of the Ruler of the People, He knew full well 
that the Scripture was the ſacred and impartial Rule 
ordained ro Guide and Govern us all, whatever Diffe- 
rences there might be amongſt us; he defired no fairer 
Play for the Evangelical Truths he was contending 
for, than to haye all the Differences and Variance be- 

Z rween them, Submitted to the plain Deciſions of 
n. ; 


IT would be endleſs to enumerate all great Perſons, 
and Preſidents, who have openly, even under their 
Hand, retracted Errors and Miſtakes, when convinced 
of being guilty of them. Sr. Auſtin got as much if 

not more Reputation by his Ntractat ions, than all his o- 
ther Works: Ia his Preface to them he very finely 
and ingeniouſly declares, © that what he was about to 
do was not to be deferd; that none but your Impru- 

dent ſimple People would find Fault with him fot 


ings and Poſitions; but whoever ſays I ought not to 
bave ſaid thoſe Things, which I am now cenſuring 
W and retracting, ſays the Truth, and Cloſes with me. 

And he Conſcientiouſly cites ſome Scriptures as the 

Motives and Inducements of his ſo doing; If we 
Judge ourſelves, we ſhall not be judged of the Lord ; — 
5 that 


finding Fault with himſelf, and ſome of his own Writ- 


that offends not in Word the ſame is 4 perfe® Man 3 ie der 


mut, erat Deu ment, Thou O GOD was nor the 
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Duty and Advantage to Practice that nobleſt Hu- 


Learning in our Nation have thought it an en- 


— 


mains therefore that I Judge myſelf under that One 
Heavenly Maſter, whoſe Judgment of my Offences, I 
deſire to eſcape ; and whoever ſhall read theſe Things, 
I defire, may not imitate me Erring, bur 'me Retra- 
ting, and profiting for the better. He: was once a 
Manechee, and when he came to reflect upon himſelf 
for it, acknowledges to GOD Non tu eras, ſed error 


GOD I ſubmitted to and Obeyed, but my er- 
roneous Opinion; yet he recover'd the ſoundneſs 
of his Judgment after that Corruption, it came up- 
on him, as it were the Fleſh, - of a Young Child, 
when the Truth had rouch'd and cleanſed it. 5 
EUS EBI VOS acquaints us that Beryilus Biſnop 
of Boſtra having broach d ſome dangerous Errors a- 
bour the Diviniry of our Saviour, and being convinced 
by Origen gave him great Thanks by Letter for his 
Conviction, and kiſſed the Hand that thus brought 
him back. . | 

WHEN an Error concerns the Publick Welfare, 
none ought to think it above them to retract it, 
fince the renowned Queen El/:zabeth thought it Her 


E 


mility; in the laſt Year, but One, of Her Reign, 
ſhe ſer forth a Proclamation againſt the Monopo- 
lies of Her own granting, as ſoon as ſhe was 
made ſenſible by the Enquiries of Parliamerit that 
ſhe had been miſled. hereupon the Houſe of 
Commons order'd the Speaker attended by Eighty | 
Members to return Her Majeſty Thanks. She glad- 
ly took that Occaſion to return them theſe Expreſ= i 
fions among others. © I owe you Hearry Thanks 
« and Commendations, for your ſingular Good- 
% Will towards me, not only in your Hearts and 
Thoughts, but which you openly exprefſed and 
« declared, whereby you have recalled me from 
« an Error La 2 from my Ignorance, not my 
% Mill. Oe. 2 | = 
SEVERAL of the ſineſt Reaſoning and deepeſt 


comium upon their Judgment to recant an Error. 
Mr. Lock in his Human Underſtanding generouſly re- 
; 5 tracts 0 


TW) 
Fobd Men: GOD Almighty, the Supreme King 
age as good as ſend an Firald ro ſuch a 
One, to inveſt him with a — and Garter, and 
conſtitute him Knight, of the moſt Noble Order of 
Truth. Nor needs there an Act of Parliament, to de- 
clare ir glorious to retract a Miſtake; it is exceeding 
worthy and commendable in itſelf, /unleſs perchance 
it would be rhe Means of promoting thoſe. Revoca- 
tions. The Athenians beſtow'd an exquiſite Enco- 
mium upon Pompey, When they told him, Thou att 
« ſo much the more 'a'God, as thou confeſſeſt rhy- 


« ſelf a Man”, So the Honour and Encomium is 


the ſame (whether our Univer/ities beſtow it or not) 


to ſay, Thou art ſo much the wiſer, by acknowledging thy- | 
elf miſtaken. Beſides, ro encourage Recoveries to our | 
Duty, and render them Univerſal, theres Orders 
come down from Court, That Party-Deferters muſt | 
not be treated as Spies, but as miſtaken Friends: For 


the Royal Prudence, deſires rather to leſſen their Num- 
bers by reclaiming them, than by making. Examples *. 


Thoſe that obtain Pardon, and thoſe that did not di- 
vulge their Inclinations, or Perjury, in open Rebel- 
lion, upon their future Peaceableneſs, may plead His 
Forgetfulneſs of paſt Diſcontents, and aſſume 

Royal Grace. His moſt juſtly celebrated 
Grace and Goodneſs, armed with the due Meaſures, | 
and the admirably choſen Inſtances of Juſtice, how i 
_ mightily does ir increaſe its attractive Force ? Like a 
Loadſtone, armed with a proper Proportion of Iron, 
prodiginulty augments its Attraction; ſo the other 
powerful enough to win over à Breaſt of Iron. 


Majeſty 
4 Title to 


The Conviction is full of Benignity and Awe, in I- 
mitation of the Divine Compound of Love and Fear, 
which GOD makes uſe of in his governing over, 


and treating with Men. He rakes Pleaſure in t 


who will be ſo far won over to Hope in bis Favour, i 
He holds out the Royal Scepter, and bids all the 
Miſtaken be free from the Chains and Slavery of 
Prejudice, and ceaſe from injuring themſelves ; To 


pO TER K * n . 
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* Vid. the King's loft Speech, before he went ta Ger- 
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Aiſe bitlag dhe Lip; To plane the contracted Brow; 
and look more benignly upon their Friends, and 
uo longer alienate their Aſſections; To elate the 
| 1 _ the 8 —— in Pro- 
ſpect of is hi ing upon them; 10 no lo ; 
© moody, - nor deaf to the Duty of a Chriſtian, — 
blind to their Intereſt and Happineſs as Engii/h Men, 
and Proteſtant:; To abate that Reſentment, which 
has. tranſported them too far; Moderate furious 
Zeal, and mix a little more Light with it;, To give 
up unreaſonable, give up fruitleſs Oppoſition, and: 
ſubmit to the firm Empire of their Happineſs, and 
only Security; and forbear cavilling at his Pro- 
ceedings, When they ſhould be ſhewing Obedience, 
or to look for Favour without Repentance, or Pla- 
: ces without deſerving. f „ Caf 33 
U if. they will ſtill fortify themſelves in Er- 
ror, againſt Light and. inward: Conviction, or the 
obvious Means of better Information; all the bad 
Effects of Obſtinacy, will be the Iſſue of it. It be- 
comes their Pertinacy, not their Perſeverance; for 
this is only in a good Thing, the other in that which 
is evil and pernicious. It argues an immoderate 
Partiality, culpable Bigotry, and a moroſe State 
of Mind and Judgment, in Hoſtility againſt the 
Light of our Duty. Ir declares a Temper which 
would rather be pleaſed, humour'd, and; ſtill. de- 
IF ceiv'd, than admit unacceptable Truth, effective of 
IF the Change they have no Heart to; tho' never ſo 
J neceſſary and ſaving ; ſo clearly, nor often propound.. 
ed by GOD, if ir grates upon the favorite Error, it 
bas cold Eatertainment· This reſolute Addictedneſs 
car, to One's Opinion, or rather Contumacy of Mind, is 
ver, the greateſt Adverſary to Truth, and the Peace of the 
"ole BY World, the Unity of the Spirit, and the Bond of 
ur, Peace; the Prolonger of Diſputes, Hinderer of Re- 
the eonciliation, and the Author of innumerable Miſchiefs, 
of Pablick and Private. And as we ate bound to com- 
To miſerate one anothers mutual Inadvertency, we ſhould 
— & <odeavour to remove it by all gentle and fait Means. 
We ought to be Champions for the Knowledge of the 
er- Truth, chat leads to Unity and Quiet; not Slaves to 
Ambition, Vain - glory, or any Seq, Diviſion, ** 
858 3 D 2 0 


| as kept 7. But tis an ignominious Pride and 


or falſe, right or wrong, not from the Mani- 


and agree or . with Prejudices, is 4 


4 bounden Duty, and the greareſt Commendation | 
of One's Ingenuity and Reaſon : For it is being con- 7 


Being; to quit a Miſtake, is the Proof of his Na- 


| ligation of growing wiſer. Bur, How can any gro w | 
ow | 


. ving ſome Error, in Poſſeſſion? That there can be 
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of whatever Denomination ; Aud ſorthwith foreg® Þ 
that untenable Vanity of never being in 4 Miſtake, ' * Þ 
The great — wanting towards Conviction, is 4 
—— and Goodneſs'of Mind ro be undeceiv d, 
upon Suppoſition of being in an Error—lIs not a 
Retreat in Time as as a Victory d May not 4 
Garifon be — upon as Honoutable Terms, 


Villany, to be made ſenſible of Ones Miſtake, 
and deſiſt from it. To believe Things -rrue | 


feſtarion of Evidence, nor its proper Reaſons and | 
Arguments, but meerly as they ſerve a Turn, 


dreadful .Inftance the Perverſeneſs' of Mans 
Heart, and of Party- depra vation. "Tis an excellent 
Maxim of che Imperial Philoſopher, (M. Autom.) Thae 
Man i no leſs free who ſubmits to the Opinion- of a= © 
mother, than he who continues obftinate to his own, ſuch © 
a Change being often the Perfection of Wiſdom and . © 
ment. To yield to a Victory of Reaſon, relinquiſh !' 
a detected Error, 'own a Miſapprehenſion; is bot 


ſtant all the Time to Reſon, which muſt neceſſa- 
rily be the trueſt Courage, Strength, Glory and 
erfeQtion of a Man, as long as he is a reaſonable |} 


ture, and a Sample of a generous high Spirit; as 
not to do it, berrays a dock and Baſeneſs, be- 
neath one who calls himſelf a Man. All worthy of 
chat Name, ought to live up to the eſſential Ob- 
wiſer without ſome Change of his Mind ? Or, * 
that Change effected, without opening the Mind to 
farther Diſcoveries and Improvements; or, Remo- 


no other rational and honourable Conſtancy, but 


thar I ſhall make appear by and by. 5 "+ | 
THE Errors and Inadvertencies, which have no | 
ill Conſequencies, wrong neither GOD nor MAN, 
are harmleſs. Things, innocent Differences; bur what 
have an ill Jnflyence upon Conduct, and make a 
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palpable Digreſſion from our Chriſtian Obligations 
they ate: certainly blame-worthy; very worrhy ud 
be retracted. To be a good Subject, to the Sove- 
reign Power placed over us, is, by the Tenor of 
Seripture, made eſſential to the Endeavours of being 
4 good Chriſtian ; the Non-performance of the firſt, 
is'a prodigious Hinderer and Slanderer of all thoſe 
Duties, which are connected together by Charity; à 
bitter Zeal, Anger, and Diſſatisfaction, diſlocates 
the Principles, and bears off the mild Impreſſions of 
the Chriſtian Religion; poiſons the Soil and lays 
. waſte the ſeveral Incloſures, where irs Virtues and 
Graces ſhould be growing in Quietneſs and Godli- 
neſs of Living. However the Negleck of a Du- 
ty of that high Nature, and wide Influence, may con- 
cern our Temporals, it does as ſurely affect our E- 
rernal Intereſts, ' as GOD has ſtrictly enjoin'd the 
one, and forbid the other. The Rule of that Du- 
ry, for Inftance, is to lead quiet and peaceable 
Lives; the Rule of Peace and Quiet is, Not to ſpeak 
Evil of Dignities; but if the Reverſe is the Pro- 
duce of our Sentimenrs and Opinions, we muſt 
conelude them nor fo right as they ſhould be; b 
their Fruits ye may know them; if the Fruit is bad, 
ſo is the Tree; till this is alter'd, the other muſt 
be naught ; if one is to be amended, the other is 
certainly to be eradicated: If then you would com- 
pleat the Amendment, it muſt be by the Arone- 
ment of Retracting. And it would be bravely re- 
ſolved, to let that be ſeen in ſome Publick Revo- 
cation; if not ſo Publick, let ir be audible ro your 
Feng, „ ; if nor audible, at the leaſt, viſible ro 
all Men, in a filent Alteration in Words and Be- 
haviour : Let Bluſhes confeſs Conviction, and the 
Shame of holding our any longer, erubuit, ſalva ves 
eſt, contrive ſome way or other, to make Proſeſ- 
ſion of quitting your Miſtake, and you'll ſee all good 
People careſs and efteem you; Think you innocent 
and well-meaning : When you have taken that Step, 


No 1 both eaſy and honourable, you are met balf. wav 
N, towards (igning an Agreement between all the wiſe 
at and peaceable. Tis the baſe Principle of Papiſts, 


never to free a Proſelyre- from the Suſpicion and Jea- 
"9 | | 0 — 
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lanſy, which cleaves to a Deſection; but thert᷑ i 


in orhers, a Prerogative of Mind, which diſtinguiſhes 


irſelf by Candor and Benignity, and that is a Se- 
curity ro New Converts, that they ſhall be inſtated 
in all the Truſts that belong ro new Friends, and. 
be put upon a level with them in Adyamages. How 
much better is that, than to continue ſtiff in the 


wrong, and in the Torture of envying others the 
Poſſeſſion of the Truth? Acting as if it was the 
higheſt Crime to be convinc'd of a Miſtake, or in- 


glorious and unchriſtian to be peaceable, or conten- 
ted, or of one Mind, or to forbear the condemn d 
Sins of evil Surmiſing; of thinking ſeditious Jealous. 
ſies, and Perjury, lawful: If theſe are not Sins, and 


bead- ſtrong Errors, fit to be deſiſted from, What are? 

I KNOW tis a certian Axiom, That nothing 
perſwades Men, or ſatisſies their native Deſires of be- 
ing in the Right, but Truth, or the Appearance of it: 


Bur, with Submiſſion, is it poſſible for Contradictions 


and palpable Abſurdities ro carry with them ſq 
much as the Appearance of Truth? They are dete- 
ctable to common Senſe, upon the leaſt Attention: and 


it is a ſure Way of finding out what is not the Truth: 
For Truth is ever equal and Conſonant with itſelf, 


Omne verum omni vero conſonar ; bur Error is full 
of Ditagreement: Notorious Inconſiſtency is an Op- 
probrium to Reaſon and beſpeaks the beſorredneſs of 


it. The Non: jurors proceed fairly and conliſtently 


the Papiſts with regard to their Religion Act the 
ſame coherent Part, both out of Conſcience, both 
our of Intereſt. | But for otbers to be forward In- 
ſtruments of their own Ruin, and be ready to ſer 


Fire to the Train ſo viſibly laid to hlow up our Ge- 


neral Felicity, by joining with the former, 5s ſuch. 
4 prodigious Inſtence of Folly and Impiety (ſays the Ad- 
dreſs of the Archbiſhop and Clergy of the Dioceſs 


of Canterbury, June, 28. 1716.) that we want Words 
zo expreſs our Deteſtation of it, One (ide, with the 


Church of England, profeſſes Paſſive Obedience and 
Non- Reſiſtance, together with the Right of prevent- 
ing the Ruin of the Church and Civil Liberties; 
the other at the Times of the loudeſt Profeſſions 


of it, ſo famouſly forggt the Practice, as to ade 
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f ing the Deſign of their Oaths, from the ſacred Ty es 
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the Ning who relyed upon it: And now again up 


the late revival of the Cry, play booty with the 
Doctrine, prevaricate with their own Teners, by de- 
ſerting the Performance. Comment the Doctrine 


by the Practice, and the Duty with the moſt pro- 


per Occafions' of performing, and you are boch 


þ ſurpriz'd with Inconſiftency, and impoſed on by 
nam; the ſtrenuous Doctors and Aſſertors are 


Poor forgetful Performers: Nor ſeem they to re- 


gard it in their Actions as a Duty, but meeriy as 


ſubſervient to their Intereſt, or Humour; when plea- 


= ſed and preferr'd, it becomes forthwith Sacred 3 
XZ when diſpleaſed with fo ſmall a Grievance, they 
have nor the Aſſurance to Name, i. e. Want of 


Places, they, in an Inftant, become Actively tur- 
bulent, querulous, reſiſting, railing Subjects; and 
when the Hand fails, continue the Aſſault with 
the Tongue; which they teach the delicious Spite 
of Speaking Lyes all ' the Day long, and freely ini- 


tiate them into the Holy League of being ſet on Fire 


of Hell, They willingly let the very Wbigg, and 
Republicans, as they call them, out ſtrip them far 


in their beloved Doctrine. Let them continue 


True to Paſſive Obedience, they would certainly 


de agreeable to Governours; but if ſo unconſcionable 


to deny it to thoſe, who make Law the Rule and 
Meaſute of Governing, and againſt whom they can 
alledge no Diviation, whilſt they aver it, by Prin- 
ciple,unlawful ro refuſe ir ro a Prince ſubverting and diſ- 
penſing with Laws; if actually provok'd for nothing ne- 
vertheleſs ſatisſied in Conſcience, they ought not to be 


provoked with Hardſhips, are they not foul Practitio- 


ners? Pretenceleſs inexcuſable Murmurers? The preſ- 
ſure of their own Tenets urges on the Inconſiſtency. 
their boaſted acknowledgments confures them without 
an Oppoſer, they clearly infer the Practice of oppoſing 


and inveighing againſt the Adminiſtration of their 


Governours from the Neceſſity of Paſſive Obedience 


aud Non - Reſiſtanoe; of broaching and diſperſing Lyes 


from the Obligations of ſpeaking the Truth; of 
maligning and ſtirring up Strife from thoſe of being 
quiet and minding their own Buſineſs; of contrad ict. 


of 


3 
bf fulfilling them ; ſeveral are able to juſtify their | 
| Aſſertion that the King, Lords and Commons are 4 
ul Faction, by the Mathematical Evidence that a little | 

Ho Part is bigger than the Whole; abundance make Proof 
| of their Averſion to the Pretender by carreſſing Abſolute © 
1 Indefeaſible Right, for his only Sake; and every other 
bt Jealouſy and Diſcontent, which can in the leaſt promote 

dis Intereſt, and invite the Calamity : Whilft their con. 
cern for the Church of England and the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion is equally demonſtrated from their cold Diſſike of 
Submitting to the Protection of that Tool of Mme; 4 
great many pretend they are better ſatisfyed in his 
Legitimacy the more impoſſible it has grown to diſ- 
cover it, tho at the Time of the ſuppoſed Birth 
when the Nation was beſt able to Judge, the whole 
Nation vehemently ſuſpected an Impoſture : And how !' 
tmany think of retrieving their Way to Honours and 
Royal Favours, by Calumay and the moſt undutifal 
- Oppofirion ? And ſtill Hope to have what, by thoſe 
Methods, they make more and more Im le to 
ſucceed in. Is there any Pleaſure? Can there be any 7 
Reputation of Judgment in acquieſcing under theſe 
and many other Abſurdities, Diſhonours to Reaſon and 
Conſideration ?. Such Inconſiſtencies with our Pre- 
| fervarion and Welfare, and the Duty of a Chriſtian, 

_ 4 Subject, hang like a Milſtone upon a drowning 

Cauſe, never to emerge more. The greatneſs of the 
Temptation ſometimes excuſes a Proceeding 5 bur 

What Temptations is there in Popery or Slavery ? ?—All 
the Proteſtant World abroad have lifſen'd to our Jars 
with Amazement, that a Controverſy ſhould laſt fo 
long; the true State of which ar firſt Sight is, 
Bona ratio cum perdita, Mens ſana cum amentia bond 
denique ſpes cum omni um rerum deſperatione conſligit. 
/ | IJut be it known. for the Redemption of our National 
| | Credit, that this Scene of Infarnation, inconſiſtency 

E's and Contradiction has happen d, but in Part, to the 
f People of the Realm; the main Sticklers and Diſturbers 
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of King GE ORS E are the dregs of Reaſon, the loweſt 
in Fortune and Underſtanding; who are giddy with 
their own Credulity, may be hired to live in a perpetual 
Lye, who devote their Belief and the Service of their 
Faculties to the ſordid ignoble Perſwafive of an intoxi- 

I cating 
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Tating Treat; whoſe Wickedneſs is owing to their 
XZ Weakneſs, have not Senſe enough to own a Mi- 
ſtake, and ceaſe an Oppoſition, that can effect no- 
thing but their own Ruin and Puniſhment. 


B V finding out, in this Caſe, what is falſe, you 


at the ſame Time diſcoyer, what is true and tight; 
Rectum ſui eſt Index, © Obliqui: Freedom from 
Contradiction, is one Cognizance of the Truth; the 
Plenty of ir, a plenary Evidence of Error. Bur 
there is one complicated Abſurdity till behind, worſe 
than all the reſt, viz. An Unchriſtian Rebellion 
to an Authority we all pretend ro ſubmit to. Are 
not the various e Calumnies, Sedi- 
ea 


tious Reflections, ouſies, Diſaffection, Rage, A- 
nimoſity, Diſcontents, which ſo many are Guilty 
of, againſt the King, and thoſe put in Authority 


under him; all Contradictions, all Violations of 


thoſe Holy Seriptures, requiring the Contrary at our 
Hands? If the Opinion and Practice of ſuch is 
right, then the Bible muſt be falle; but if you 
will allow that to be the Meaſure of Duty, and 


Judge between us, you muft needs regulate both, 


and own yourſelves in the wrong: Let Gon be 
true, tho every Man a Lyar. If there was no- 
thing elſe in the Struggle but Truth, it might 
ſoon be decided, who is in the Right. Let thoſe 
Places of Scripture, which are certain, and con- 
feſs'd on all Hands, outweigh the doubrful and dil 


| pured ; and there is an End of the Conteſt. There's 


a Proverb in Jrtaly, Tis better be condemn'd by Ten 


= Phyſicians, than one Fudge; tis in like manner ber- 


* 
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Fr 


ter, the Majority of the Nation ſhould condemn, 
than the Sacred Scripture pronounce Sentence a- 
gainſt you. Take then your Bible, and ſee whethet 
thoſe Things are ſo. Turn to As 23. 5. How 
readeſt thou ? The Reading will imprint the Convi- 
ction deeper. Ir adviſes you ro look into Ex. 23. 
28. where you will find the ſame Prohibition, OF 
not ſpeaking Evil of the Ruler of the People. Turn ro 


the ſolemn Cautions of Solomon, Prov. 24. 21. Far 
thou the Lord, and the King, and meddle nat with them 


that are given to change: And Eccleſ. 10. 20. Curſe 
not the King, no, not in thy Thoupht';” for 4 Bird of 
3 | the 


be 
—_— 


3 ('W') 3 
the Air frall carry the Voice, Fo the Directions 7 
St. Peter, 1 Epiſt. 2. 13. Se. Submit yourſelver to e= 
very Ordinance of Man, for the Lord's Sake ; whether 
to the Ning, as Supreme, or unte Governours, as uns 
to them that are ſent by him, for the Puniſhment of _—© 
Evil Doers ; and for the Praiſe of them that do wel; 
and v. 17. Honour the Ring. And in his 2 Epi. 2. 
10. Preſumptuous are they, ant ſelf. wi lle, that deſpiſt 
Government, and are not afraid to ſptak Evil of Dig- 
nities, If thele clear Authorities of God, nncons 
rroverted in Senſe, were not enough, I could re- 
commend ro more. I might juſtly urge our Sevi- 
our's decifive Words, Matth.q22. 21. Render there. 
fore unto Ceſar the Things that are Caſars, &c. be- 
cauſe if we give them their genuine Interpretati- 
on, from Hiſtorical Circumſtances; our Bleſſed Lord 
therein acknowledges the Divine Right, and Lega. 

| lity of a Government, that had much ſuch ano- 
ther Rævolut ion Settlement, as ours ar preſent “. In 
a true Account of Things, That Text ought to be 
rhe laſt in the Bible, which the Adverſary fhould 
think of ſcreening their Conſcience under. I might 
freely inſiſt upon the 13 Chap. ro the Remans; for 
that is full as little ro their Purpoſe, after they Þ* 
have interpreted Nero ro be the Reigning Cæſar, 
whom St. Paul enforces Obedience unto, becauſe 
be came much worſe into the Seat of Government f. 
If our Saviour was upon Earth, or St. Paul in Great 
Pritain, they would both approve of, and ſabmit to, 
the Preſent Eſtabliſhment, as a moſt Rig hreous and 
Divine Government; and perſuade by Word of 
Mouth, as they have done by Letter, ro a moſt Qui- 
et and Loyal Submiſſion, an entire Peace, Unity, 
and Contentment. And, Why ſhonld any among us 


| pretend ro have a more render Conſcience than they ? 

| — — g— 
4 * Vid. Prefact of # Sermon, Preosh at Wisbeech, is 
E #he Ie of Ely, the Sunday after Queen Ann's Demiſe. 
7 And Dr. Turner's Sermon, before the Lord-Mayor, 1716, 
5 wpon the. ſaid Text. | 
9 I Vid, Preface ubi ſupra, | IO 
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Or, Than they, better underſtand the Divine Right 
of Governors? - 77 
What other therefore is your Dutiful Submiſſi- 
Lon to the King, and all put in Authority under 
him, but your unconteſtable Duty and Submiſſi- 
Jon unto : GOD ꝰ Nothing more is deſir'd of any, but 
Ihe Submiſſion of their Underſtanding, and Con- 
Acience unto: the Lord God. Ponder of, and ſettle 


* : 
i 
* 


ral Duty, to obey Chriſt, obey St. Paul, St. Peter, 


by the Bleſſed Scriprures, there is nothing wanting, 
or to be wiſh'd for, to unite us together; but O- 
X tbedience to thoſe moſt | Holy Precepts. Let the 
T -impariial Preachers and Enditers of them be Re- 


ferrees, we are agreed. If you will ſtand by rhoſe 
Sacred Authorities, you are accus d of all, convine d 
of all, to be in the Wrong: For tho you think 
vou have a Right to differ from ſome People, you 


certainly have ' none at all to differ from, and be 


; | diſobedient to the other. There's no ſuch Thing. 
as 4 Diſpenſation, in all the Chriſtian Religion, to 


tollerate Perverſeneſs. Return then from hence yon 
are fallen, 1. e. Paſſive- Obedience, and Non-Refi- 
Rance. Repent and do your firſt Works; and when 
you are converted, ſtrengthen your Brerhren: As 


Hou were not contented io be miſtaken alone, be 
as forward in removing Miſtakes. Take Refuge in 


the Example of St. Paul, there is Affinity in the Caſe ; 


make him your Excuſe, make him your Pattern, in 


{ openly, ingenuouſly, owning your Inadvertency, to the 
Rule of your Duty. You may truly own further, That 
you have been in a Caufleſs Paſſion againſt your Go- 


= vernors a long; Time; tho they have not order'd'you 


in Perſon to be ſmitten, for your uncommiſſion d 
| Freedoms againſt them. Tis a Shame to think it a 
Diſgrace ro revoke an Error Publicky, when ſo many 
great, wiſe, judicious; fo many bright and moſt ex- 
celling Patterns, have made the Practice praiſe- 
| worthy, Heroick, and well-belov'd of GOD, and 
Man. Every body of Senſe and Virtue, will Ho- 
nour and Applaud thoſe thar do; readily and friend- 
ly Apologize for them, Britons are but Men, = 

5 | ca 


it in your Hearts, whether tis a Par, or a Gene- 


Acc. and to be a Chriſtian. If you will be refer d 
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Men may err and be Miſtaken: Forget and. for: 
give moreover according to the Rule, F 'thy Bro- 
- ther repent forgive bim. Is there then any Spark 
of Chriſtian, or Britiſu Ingenuity, left in our Bo- 
ſom ? There let it glow, and inflame our Reſoluti- 
ons to omit no Time nor Opportunity of partaking 
of ſo excellent an Honour; to ſee ourſelves accoſted 
from Heaven with Truth as Bright as the Sun, and 
from the Region of Great Britain with Sovereign 
Mercy, Lenity and Forbearance, like unto GO D's, 
is encugh to make Scales fall from our Eyes. The 
ſnorteit Folly is evermore the beſt; the confeſſing 
and being ſenſible of it, leſſens it; but adherring 
and reſolutely juſtifying, doubles and trebles it, and 
makes the laſt Error worſe than the firſt: To op- 
poſe ſuch Truth is kicking againſt the Pricks, which 
will prove the Opponents wounding and torment; 
and to deal ſcurrilouſly, is to the effect of the Pro- 
verb, he that Spits againſt the Wind Spits in his ow. 
Face. Railing is nothing bur a plain Confeflion of 
the Defect of Reaſon; every vile and unworthy * 
Oppoſition ſubſcribes to' the Truth of the Cauſe ir 
ſers ir ſelf againſt. So little good is like to come 
of Truſting in Perverſeneſs; the more we palliate 
the more we only aggravate our Fault; ever fum- 
bling for Reaſons and Excules to juſtify our Conduct, 
but never able to find ſo much as one. % 


F 
£: 


145 5 


LOS W 
"> D 
WW 2 IS 

\ 2 * 


„ 
— 77 * e. 
e . 


EL 
n 


3 *. A EO © ; gan oe . 24 OG — 1 
The True Reputation of ConSTANGY 
and STEADINESS ſlated: And alt 

" 837 .other Excus Es cnſiderid... 228, 


* * 

WP. 

„ 

i: 
2588 

, 
3 
— 


1 GELS PF. 


* 


" 24 2 1 
WEI 
7% 5 


(29) | 


* 
+» 4 


* 


HE firſt and Principal Hinderer, and moſt ge- 


neral Retarder of the Noble Duty I have been 


treating of, is that falſe Notion of Conſtancy and 


Steadineſs, which heedlefly and unſortunately pre- 
vails in the World. The fancied Honeſty, and ima- 
ginary Honour ariſing from thence, with regard to 


de ſeveral acquired Miſtakes in Human Life, the 


Sects of Religion, and Parties of Men, continues 
to be a pernicious Obſtruction to Conviction, Una- 
nimity, and Peace. It will therefore be of as ex- 


tenſive Benefit to be rightly appriz'd in this, as to 


have our Inadvertencies rectified, Miſtakes quitted, 
and a ſpeedy. End pur to our Differences and Di- 


n In purſuance of this Deſign I muſt diſtin- 


guiſn between true, and falſe Conftancy ; one a 
Virtue and real Honour, the other à Vice and 
real Obſtinacy. And ſince Obſtinacy', is a Recrimi- 
nation generally retorted by all Perſons at Vari- 
ance, I ſhall endeavour, before I finiſh; to give ſoms 
notifying Marks and Criterions, wherein all Peo- 
ple are agreed, that by them we may plainly diſcern, 
each for himſelf, where Conſtancy ends, and Ob: 


ſtinacy begins. | 


I. CONSTANCY is deſervedly held in high 
Reputation in the World; the Stamp of Value cur- 
rent on it, is no more than its due: And I would 
by no Means offer to impair it, when once it will 
ſubmit to be meaſured by the Hnour that comes 
from GOD. Joh. v. 44. How can ye believe who re- 


ceive Honour one of another, and ſeek not the Hzinour 


that comes from GOD only > So notorious an Hindrance 
is the Reputation, which corrupt Men deal out to one 
another, to the embracing the Plain and Important 
Truth that comes from GOD, that our Saviour in 


Order to make the Aſſertion more ſtrong and ar- 


4 Ss." $408 fecting. 
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fecting, commits it to the Way of Interrogation, How 
can ge believe? Ec. Implying a remarkable DiſtinQ@ion 
berwcen the Honour which Mey commonly agree to 


give one another, and that which comes from GOD; 


that one is partial, the other impartial, the firſt falſe an 


deluſive; the latter true and inſtructive, being found- | 
ed in the Love of Truth and ready Obedience to ii; 


that it was impoſſible they ſhould believe and be con- 
verted, as long as they had both fo falſe a Notion, 
ſo firm an Inclination, and fo ſtrict a Friendſhip for 


it, Joh. xii. 42, 43. We find many of the Chief Au- 


ters (conſiderable leading Men among the People) even 
when convinced in their-Conſcience, would not co 


CHRIST; the Reaſon follows, becauſe they loved rhe 


Pra;ſe of Men more than the Praiſe of G0 D. There- 
fore choſe ſtil to go along, publickly, with the 
Miſapprehenfions, deceived, and diſeaſed Opinions af 
others, contrary to the realliry of Things, and the 


bright ſhining Light of their Duty; rather than 
forfeir the dear Reputation of Conſtancy, or undergo. 


the ſuppoſed Shame of deſerting the Side they had 
been long of, or the Diſgrace of being excommu- 
nicared and deſpiſed for Tergiverſation. Tis true, 
the Scriprure very much recommends Firmneſs and 
Conſtancy; That we hold faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith 
without wavering; be not toſſed too and fro with every 
Wind of Doctrine by the flights of Men. Beware leaf 
 you-alſo being led away by the Error of the Wicked, fall from 


your. own Stedfaſtneſs. Seneca defines Wiſdom, ſemper 


idem velle atque idem nolle, always to chuſe and refuſe 
the ſame Things: And there are other magnanimous 
Sentiments and ſparkling Thoughts in him, and other 
Authors about it *®. There are aſſumed Motto's a- 
mong ourſelves, fuch as, mutare aut timere Sperno. 
Animus ſemper idem with 2 Repreſentation of Swim. 
ming againſt the Stream and Moveor. immotus with the 
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* Magnam rem puta, unum Hominem agere ; 

Preter Sapientem autem nemo unum agit. Senec. 

Ante omnia hoc cura ut conſtes tibi. 1d. 

Nihil eft, quod tam deceat, quam in omni re gerenda con- 
flioque capiendo ſervare Conſtantiam. Cic. de off. 


Emblem 


q as p—_— fled. te a. r 


1 
Eniblem of a Needle in a Sea-Compaſs ſtill niow.- 
ing but inflexibl y, towards the North. I fay theſe. 
fine Sayings and Emblems, are apt to be admiredz 
and the Maxims and Injunctions of facted Scripture 
beger an high Opinion and Idea of Conftancy ; and 
very apt they are to ſtiffen a Man's Mind to the Per- 
ſwzfion he is of, and confirm him very Agree> 
ably chat he is in the Right, for no other Reas 
ſon, than becauſe he is reſolv d not to Change: Where: 
as thoſe Places of Scripture, and every juſt encomis 
um ever yet paſs d upon Conſtancy, all proceed up- 
on a previous Suppoſition that you are in the Right; 
not one of them gives you Poſſeſſion of the Truth, 
but take for granted, that diligent Examination and 
ſincere Endeavours had been uſed in finding out that, 
and no corrupt Conſiderations conducted, or con- 
ducts, your judgment and Adherence to the Senti- 
ments you ate of. What ſaith rhe Scripture ? Thar 
ye be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable and eftabliſhe ; in what? Bur 
as it follows, in the Truth, rooted and grounded in the 
Faith. Neither does ir oblige us to bold every Thing 
Faſt, but ſolemnly, as in the ſame Place, that which 13 
good 3 and to find out, that all things are commanded to 
proved. We are to contend earneſtly but then it is for 
_ the Faith. Was ir otherwiſe z every Praiſe and Exhorta- 
tion to Conſtancy ſerves to harden the Man more in 
Error, and inſtead of emancipating from, fetters 
him down the fafter in his Miſtakes ; it ſhould inveſt 
him with Virtue and the Aſſurance of Truth, but be- 
hold? It eſtabliſhes him titely in the Wrong, in 
Contumacy, intemperate Aſſurance, Contention, in 4 
Reſolution not to be convinced, not to change, or 
fo much as ſuſpect himſelf in the Wrong, in extream 
Perverſneſs, and what not ? Ihe 
AS long as Obſtinacy in the Wrong mimicks the 
true Conftancy of Mind, and Glory of being ſted- 
faſt in the Right, rather than not partake in the Ap- 
plauſe, People will be coming in for a Share, by 
adhering Manfully and Immoveably to rhe Side they 
have eſpouſed, whether Right, or Wrong; nay, after 
they are ſhrewdly afraid they are in the Wrong of it; 
and ſooner than nor be ftaunch and boneſt, as _ 
| cal 


(32) * 
Fall it, Sacrifice any other Duty to tliat Credit. This 
Vice and Diſpraiſe by having Conftancy for a Se- 
cond, often filches the repute of Virtue, and fo renver- 
ſes the Foundations of Praiſe z it puts on her Livery 
and therewith deceives the Simple; becauſe ir gives 
a Juftre and Addition to her, it is therefore igno- 
rantly and unjuſtly Thought to give a Reputation 
to Vice, whereas it renders it, all the Time, the 
more exceeding ſinful. Now, all theſe untoward No- 
tions and miſchievous Miſtakes would immediately 
be removed by any of us, who will pleaſe to attend 
ſeriouſly and impartially to theſe following RefleQi- 


I. THAT the Honour which comes from GOD 
is the only true Standard of Honour and Reputa- 
tion. If be is in the Right, Diviſions and Parties 
muſt be in the Wrong, in ſetting up any other 
nnequal Model of Praiſe and Eſteem. It differs lit- 
tle from reſuſing to be referr'd to him; rather, it 
comes full up to the calling Good Evil, and Evil Good, 

tting Darkneſs for Light, and Light for Darkneſs. 
Bur, if we be ſo far tractable as to allow Him 
the Right of Deciding and Controuling, or of Know- 
ing, or Diſcovering wherein the Virtue of Conſtan- 
cy and the Commendation of Stedfaſtneſs confiſts, then 
we may be certain. 3 


2dly. THAI they only do conſiſt in being Conſtant 
to important Truth, and the plaia Will of God, and 
ſted faſt to clear Reaſon and Duty. Our Conſtancy and 
Fidelity are under all and every Obligation we 
ſtand in to theſe great, good, ſaving and uni- 
ring Things, and no other. For in Matters of lir- 
tle or no Conſequence,” where only Gueſſes and 
Conjectures are converſant, there Conſtancy is not 
2a Virtue, neither Obſtinacy a Fault; therefore ſthe 
worth of the ſormer muſt ever be derived from the 
worth of the Thing we firmly adhere ro. As in 
| Martyrdom, tis not the Death, but the Cauſe, that 
makes the Martyr ; ſince ſtaking the higheſt , Wa- 
ger may be an Argument of Confidence, as much 
ar 


PR g_ 2 SL. SIE IT hd — * hd 


— 
ks of Truth, it always proves the firſt, but not al- 
Ways che latter; fo, tis not the perſevering in an 
Opinion, tho ne er ſo inflexibly, nor long, that forms 
a virtuous Conſtancy and a Perſeverance in the 
Truth, but the Grund, and ' Reafons for our Per- 
ſevering : If they are incomperent and unjuftifiable 
by the plain Truths of Scriprure, then inſtead of 
taking off the Fault by Excuſe of Conſtancy, and 
Pretences of Stedfaſtneſs, we only faſten it the more 
on, and change the good Character of Perſeve- 
rance and Firmneſs into immoveable Tenaciduſneſs, 
und a Reſoluteneſs to remain under a deluded Stare 
of judgment. I ſaid plain Truths and Directions 
of Holy Scripture ; for they are doubtleſs qualified to 
decide; tis to no Purpoſe to expect what is dubi- 


dus ſhould terminate a Doubt, or one Uncertain- 
* clear up another. Is Adherence therefore to con- 
ſpic 


nous Truth, manifeſt Duty, and a Cauſe clearly 
and undoubredly good, the Virtue of Conftancy ? and 
cleaving to the contrary of theſe, rhe Vice of Obſtinacy 2 
what elſe is the Adjuſter and Apprizer of our Steadi- 
neſs, or of our Change ; bur the Meaſure of Truth, 
and of Goodneſs ? Then alſo ir demonſtrably follows, 
Thar our Obligation to receive Evidence ſufficient for 
our Conviction, with reſpe& to either of them, is ſu- 
periour ro our Obligations to Stedfaſtneſs. | 
THE Rejecters of ſuch ſufficient Evidence, are 
denominated in the New Teſtament, & roπð“, abſurd 
People, whom all the appointed Topicks for con- 


| 1 a Reaſonable Creature, can't move nor al- 


ter: And what we tranſlare in ſeveral Places, (Col. 
iii. 6. Eph. v. 6, Ge.) Children of Diſobedience, in the 


Force of the Word, ſignifies Childten of Increduliry, 


an unperſwadible Contumacy, ſuch as ſets Con- 
viction and Perſuaſion at Defiance. Whilſt the Be- 
reans are renowned in the Volume of the Book (AG. 
Xvii. 1} for the Temper meet for ir, as more noble 


than others, 5. e, EU e, of a more manly, and 
rational Genius, having the Ingenuity, Candor, and 
free Diſpoſition, towards the Truth, reigning in their 
Breaft, to examine and compare; and not like others, 
remain inflexible — ſuperior Light and W Z 
8 8 : | 5 
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but to yield, and be convinced by it, as in Duty 
bound. M batſcever doth make manifeſt, is Light, as 
the ture arreſts. © * As we need no other Marks 
to diſtinguiſh Light from Darkneſs, but Light it- 
« ſelf; ſo neither any other Marks to diftinguiſh 
Truth, than the Brightneſs of the Evidence which 


© ſurrounds it, and ought to convince the Underſtand- 


* ing, and oblige it co ſurrender notwithſtanding the 
Oppofition made to ir from other bye Conſiderations; 


it ought to embrace and ſalute, whereſoever it finds 


Her, With that Readineſs and Satisfaction, as the Eye 
opens to the Light; for where the Underſtanding is 
not vitiated by wilful Default, chere is the ſame Joy 
and Congruity between that, and Truth, as between 
the other and Light. | | | 
WE are all of us therefore, under that ſuperior 


and indifpenſible Concern, of ſubmitting to greater Evi- 


dence of Reaſon and Duty ; and where that clearer and 
lainer Manifeftation offers itſelf, the Man is ſo far 
in eee in any Degree of Honour, or Cone 
ſtancy, ſtill to judge a Thing ſo, becauſe he heretofore 
judg d it; ſtill ro ſay, and maintain, by virtue of his 
having hererofore ſaid, and maintain'd it; that on the 
contrary, he is oblig'd in the Function of a Man, and 
Chriſtian, by all the Tyes of Honour, and of Reverence 
to Truth, to defiſt, and change his Mind. A Change in 
that Circumſtance, fince we are all liable ro Mifinfor- 


mation, and Inadvertency, and the greateſt and beſt 


have thought ir their Honour (the Honour certainly that 
comes from GO D) to acknowledge it publickly, is 
ſo well ſecured from the Imputation of Shame, or In- 
conſtancy, that is is our only Conſtancy, our infallible 
Duty, our bigheſt Credit. | 


I O govern ourſelves by other Sentiments, the great- 


eſt Abſurdity, as well as Miſchief, is the wretched 


Conſequence. As to touch upon the Abſurdity : Be- 
- cauſe a Change is ſometimes a Sign of Inconſtancy, 
therefore always; is juſt ſuch another Argument, as 


becauſe Delay, is the Counſel and effect of Prudence in 


3 * —— en 
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ſome Things, therefore in all: Whereag, there are ſey& 
ral Things, and Caſes, (as Repentance, &c.) where De- 
lay, is certain Folly. Juft ſo, tis indubitable Folly, or 
Inconſtancy to Reaſon, nor ro change in ſome Caſes, 
where there is ſufficient Reaſon for it. To change for 


| Reaſons of Truth, Duty, and Conſcience ; is to be 


conſtant to Truth, Duty, and Conſcience, tis for cer- 
tain the Honour that comes from G OD, our Praiſe, 
Sincerity, our Vertue. Bur to change for finiſter 
Ends, and unworthy Mortives, is the true, ſcandalous, 
diſhonourable Inconftancy, no better than Hypocricy 
and Iniquiry. As ſteady a Thing as Righreouſncly and 


Integrit7 to be, it admits of Change and Al- 


teration from variety of Circumſtances, Neceſſity, and 


Providences: And as our Duty alters, tis but juſt and 


holy that our Reſolutions alter with it. Feremiab ſin- 
cevely deſired the Preſervation of the Kingdom of Judah, 
and the Liberty of bis Country; but after Zedekiah had 
taken an Oath of Allegiance to the King of Babylon, is 
was bis Buſineſs to adviſe Zedekiah and bis People to viele 
ruſalem to bim. It appears then, that true Steadi- 


| neſs, Honeſty, or Integrity, is conſiſtent in ſome Caſes, 


with a Change, and ſome Alteration with Conftancy 3 
that neither Steadineſs, nor Conſtancy, conſiſt in being 
reſolutely wedded ro our Opinions, or impregnably 


determin'd never to flinch ; bur only in a fix d Reſo- 


lution to follow the Dictates of Reaſon and Duty, ne- 
ver deviate from that, and ever comply with it, as 
ſoon as it clearly appears, and be always ſuſceptive of 
better Inſormation, in order to come to the Certainty 
of it. There is a certain Light wherein a Picture al- 
_ appears beſt ; ſo, there are Views, wherein Truth 
will appear in its moſt captivating Charms; and by 
Way of Tryal, and Enquiry, 'tis good to hirch our 
ſelves, till we find ir out; Prove all Things, bold faſt 
that which n good. 3 

I hope, tis evident by this time, That Honeſtß 
and Integrity, (other Words for Conſtancy) are far 
from being froward or inveterate, obſtinate or ſtub. 
born; but diſpoſed to alter our Opinions, and Con- 


duct, as often as we fee, or are informed, that plain 


Reaſon, or apparent Duty require it. To act and be- 


lieve otherwiſe, is, in truth, ro murder thoſe good 
| | F-$ Names, 
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Names, proſtitute G O D and Truth, to one .Wi 
and Humour, to the Intereſt and Sexvice gf our Sec 
TIE : and transfer Conſtancy from Virtue and a 


nſcience, where it ſhould be, to the Errors of 
inions, 


A and Reſentment of the other, 


where it ſhould not be. 


THE important Truth, and neceſſary Dury, whic 


iht to guide and govern us all, are Principles both 
lain, ſtable and certain. To them we owe a ſtead» 


4 


faſt Adherence, not to variable Men, who take them 


up, and lay them down, follow or forſake ; juſt as 
they happen to ſerve beſt a preſent, Convenience. For 
Iuſtance; The Love of our Country, of the Prefer» 
vation of its Pure Religion and Liberties, is a firſt 
Principle, and ſupremely plain; all the Precepts in 
Holy Scripture for Peace and Submiſſion to the 
Powers that are, are ſubordinate to that, and ſuppaſe 
ir as neceſſarily, as that a Thing myſt be whar 

is, before it can he obeyed, We have all heard 2 
the Time when this memorable Preſervation: hap- 
pen'd ; only there are not a Few, who have Suſpici- 


ons as to the Lawfulne/s. And becauſe an affermative 


Conctufion, as now, cannot follow from two negative. 
Premiſes ; and if any Injury was done, it was then 
done; and fo long as there remains a Notion of, 
Right and Wrong, there will remain a Notion of Reftie, 
tut ion; that Matter may be fully elucidated in a very 
Mort View, and in ſo clear a Point of Light, as to ex- 
hibite an abſolute Demonſtration of irs Lawfulneſs euer 
Way. The Thing to be demonſtrared, is, the Divine, and 
Legal Right of the Settlement after the Revolution, I 
take this Method for it: Wharſoever has a Right to 
Being, has a Right to the Means of Preſerving itlelf in 
Being; if then, our Limited Monarchy, and the Re- 
Formation of our Religion, are allowed to have a 


Divine and Legal Right, they have the ſame Divine, 


the ſame Legal Right ro the Means of Preſerving 

themſelves. Now, if after the Abdication of K."Fames, 

and his embracing the Romiſþ Religion, there was no 

other Means for preſerving the other two, bur the en- 

ſuing Settlement; then, is that Settlement as Legal, 

and as much of Divine Right, as our aa or 
. 5 | Relor- 
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Reformation. That there” was no" other Mikes 


all the Methods of Human Prudence, and Proceed. 
ings of Divine Providence, is extreamly evident from 
hence, That their never was yer fo much as one So- 


Sovereign Prince of the Romiſh Faith, in any one 
Proteſtant Country, ſince the Reformation, who did 
not proceed, according ro Power and Opportuniry, 
in Extirpating the Proteſtant Religion, as if in Outy 
indiſpenfibly bound to ir. This is undeniably true 
in all the Hiſtory and Experience of Proteſtans Europe, 
If one fingle Inſtance, upon the niceſt Search, coul. 
be alledged to the contrary, where it ſuffered no 
Diſturbance, we might allow ir no good Con- 
cluſion; we might have ſome Reaſon ro own, 
thar we repreſent  popiſh Princes, and our Dangers 
from them unfairly; bur if not ſo much as one 
Inſtance to. be produced, we may be exceeding certain 
ve are not miſtaken in them, nor in the Meafures 


of our Security againſt them. And whatever Dan- 


ger has been, we may conclude ever will be; nay, 
we may be abſolutely certain, as long as Popery is what 
it is, annexing Honour and Salvation to the break- 
ing, not to the keeping Promiſes with us, it never 
can be otherwiſe. That Settlement therefore muſt be, 
Firft, As Legal as if expreſsly mention'd in the Statute 
Laws of our Conſtitution; becauſe grounded upon a 
Law ſuperior to all written Laws, PRESERVATION 
non eſt Lex Scripta ſadnata. (2) the Common Law of Eng- 
land expreſsly favours it, according to the celebrated 


Bracton (de conſuetud Aug l.) Lex facit Regem, noneſt enim 
| Rex, ubi dominatar Voluntas, & non Lex, (3) Tis 


agreeable to the Civil Law, or Law of Nations, as 
Grotius de Jur Belli & Pacis has ſhewn. Secondly, as 


much of Divine Right, as if expreſsly fer down 


in the Sacred Laws of Holy Scripture; becauſe, ir 
is the expreſs Deſign of them to preſerve all Ga- 
vernments in their Righrs and Immunities, and re- 
_ Homage and Obedience to them ſo preſer- 
ved. | 1 
T HE great End of the Revolution, was the Pre- 
ſervation of the Proteſtant Religion, and ro reſtore 
| | | N dodur 
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pur invaded Conſtitution in Church and State; If 
it had not taken Place, all Things muſt have re- 
turned, with unrelenting Compulſion, to the ſame 

| State we were in before the Reformation. But if thar 

1 of Religion is Lawful, and of Divine 

igbt, then alſo is the Means, for preſerving it of 
the ſame Character; and that Means is never to 
have a Prince; who is an open Papiſt. The Scrip- 
ture of the New Teſtament by parity of Reaſon, re- 
uires it ſhould be ſuppoſed, and received, as a 
Thing of abſolute Neceſſity, that there be a Change 
of the Law, in that particular: For ſays the Au- 
thor ro the Hebrews, There being a Change of the 
Prieſthood there muſt be of Neceſſity a Change alſo of 
the Law. Nay, it is as good as actually provided for 
by the Antient Law, that excludes Lunaticks, Be- 
cauſe Popery, in reference to the Sound, Sober. 
Chriſtianity we profeſs, is, indeed, as much a Lu-' 
nac) in Religion, as the other can be in the 
Blood. And we are perfectly ſure moreover, that it 
renders a King of that 1 much fiercer and 
crueler to all Sheep that ſaperate from the Fold of 
Popery, than any other Lunacy could do; ſo devout- 
ly raging, and zexlouſly mad, that he is no more a 
Shepherd, but a very Milf. A Change therefore be- 
ing made in Separating from that Fold, there is a Ne- 
cefiity alſo of a Change of a Shepherd. No Popiſh 
Kingdom will allow of a Proteſſam Governor; they 
have not the Charity ro truſt him, notwirhſtanding no 
one Proteſtant Doctrine renders it incompatible or un- 
proſperous; and is there any Charity, Senſe, or Pru- 
dence obliging a Proteſtant Dominion ro eruſt a Popiſh 
Ruler, when the very Principles of that Religion 
oblige, and conſtantly ſtimulate, to irs Deſtruction. 
Before the R-formation the grand Law of Religion, (I 
mean that of deriving Religion from the Holy Serip- 
tures) and the Laws of the Land, were in no Concert; 
bur fince, the Laws of pure Chriſtianity are eſtsbliſh'd 
by the Law of the Land. And if there never was 
heard of a written Law to eſtabliſh the Laws in gene- 
ral (ſuch a Law being univerſally plain, neceſſary, and 
fundamental, po Body need be told of irs Obligation 
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And Authentickneſs) need there be one made, That 
the Molf ought not, mult not, be truſted to keep the 
Sheep: Did GOD or Man ever do fo needleſs a 
Thing as to think of enacting or writing down ſuch 
a Law 2 Is it nor therefore frivilous? Is it not the 
Spirit of Humour ? of a croſs-grain'd Conſcience ? an 
utter Miſtake ? palpably Sophiſtical ? to call in que- 
ſttion the Legal and Divine Right, of putting ſuch a 
Law in Practice ? All Arguments againſt ſuch Experi- 
ence, ſuch Legal and Divine Allowance, muſt ever 
more be ſophiſtical and unconcluding. Suppoling, for 
I don't affirm, that the Church of England once held a 
contrary Tener, from Her compoſing Her Loyal Di- 
rections, to common Intent, for the uſual, known, 
Courſe of Things, and never putting the extraordinary 


Caſe of Ruin, when the Foundations are out of Courſe ; a 


Caſe, by the Way, She never ought to put; no Lam, 
no Homily, nor any Thing, but Time, and Circum- 
| ances, are fir to ſuggeſt that explicite Particular. The 

Divine Laws themſelves never ſpecify, yet allow of 
the — which makes an explicite Exception in the 
current Obedience to them. They who will not allow 
the Practice of that Church, when Oppreſſed in ſo ex- 
traordinary a Manner, or aiding others in the like 
Circumſtances, to explain Her Meaning of the Doc- 


trine ſufficiently ; yer after a Caſe of ſuch Neceſſity, 
after ſo long an uninterrupred Experience, ever ſince 


the Reformation, of the Spirit of Popery when got into 
the Throne, which She could not have written, and 


derermin'd, upon ſo much Experience, at the firſt; 
they muſt be oblig'd to grant, Thar if ever She held a 


contrary Opinion, She muſt of Neceſſity admit ſome 
change and alteration in it, now. 
I HOPE, by this ſhort View, we are clearly a- 


riz'd of, and agreed in, that firſt Principle of the 
ve of our Country, and its Prefervation. How 
throughly well were we once agreed in it? The R- 


volut ion was that National, Legal, and Divine, Stan- 
dard of Preſervation, which Tory and Vigg, unanimouſly 
flock d ro, ſtriving to our-rival one another in Speed, 
and combining to be conſtant to it, as that which God, 
Law, and Nature all directed to; Paſſive Obedience and 


x 
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New-refiſtance, as then practiced by the Tories; when 


all was going to ruin; made excellent #/iggs, who 
pretend to no Releaſe from char Doctrine, but in ſuch 


a Caſe : Whoever therefore deſert thoſe Colours, de- 


ſert their own Principle, Choice, and Practice. Say, 
from whence > What Fountain-head, have all our 


Feuds and Divifions proceeded ? But the Inconftuncy of 


the Tories, and their Ingratitude for that Deliveranze, 
their proving Juin -· Cats, in great abundance,. from 
their invocated Safety, from repeated Oachs, willingly 
taken. Are we then conſcious of any ſwerving from 
that noble Britiſh Principle, directiy, or indirectly + 


whom we had a good Opinion of before, be they 


never ſo Noble, or Leading, we muſt in Conſcience 
relinquiſh it, and them: A greater Love muſt extin- 
guiſh a leſs, when they are (as in the preſent Caſe) 
incompatible. We loved them once, - becauſe we 
thought their Publick Spirit rightly affected towards 
the Houle of Hanover, the ſole Refuge and only Support 
or Publick Good z bur where-ever we know how 
much they have ftrayed, or do ſtray, from that Prin- 
ciple and Duty, by Deed or Sentiment, in proportion 
to their changing and altering from that, are we oblig d 
to quir and lay down our good Opinion of them : And 
whilſt we change Sides and forſake varying, or deceit- 
ful Men, we all the Time, are conſtant to the Princi- 

les of Truth, and Duty. But if we will keep up 

ind, and honourable Thoughts, and till adhere to em 
in our Minds, by being conſtant to them, we grow 
unconſtanr to our Principles; and by not changing 
and forſaking them, in lieu of the Character of Inte- 
grity, Steadineſs, and Conftancy in a good Thing, we 
incur that of quitting, deſerting, and being aſhamed of 
it ; and all for rhe miſerable Recompence of receiving 


a Pittance of falſe Honour from one another, and li- 


ving in the Vogue of ſictitious Conſtancy with ſome 
Acquainrance ; nor confidering, that in the Mean 
Time, Reaſon and Scripture, the preſſing Obligations 
of Peace and Submiſſion, and ſpeaking no evil of Dig- 
nities, (all which we ought ro be conſtant to) are in 
Force to condemn us, and art ſtrtving to regain us ro 
our Integrity, to prevent our Condemnation. 1 7 
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1 ; 
1 this is the Groundwork of Tenatiouſtiels, b 
becauſe it was once held good and true, and I had 4 
good Reaſon for thinking ſo, therefore it can never be 
otherwiſe, we may ſafely conclude ir falſe and inſuffi- 
cient ; becauſe the true Inference is, when the Rea- 
ſons upon which my Opinion was built do change, my 
Sentiments ſhonld change alſo ; elle my Notions are 
deferred of Reaſon : If they were guilry, you become 
innocent by diſavowing their Teners, bur by deferid- 
ing, you are involved in the Arrifices and Nets of their 
Guilrineſs and Slanders. Surely, it is a prodigious In- 
adverrency, to endure the partial Liking of ſome lead- 
ing Friends to overcome fo many weighrier, ſo many 
certainer Obligations to the Love of our Country, of 
Peace and Quietneſs, of God, of one another. To 
deem it more Honourable to adhere to them, than to 
God or any other Duty, and at the ſame time over- 
look ſuch a ſwinging Miſtake and groſs Evil, argues 
a very ſtrange Eye-fighr ; to be ſure, it proves In- 
tellectuals diſuſed, or much abuſed. What is the 
Spirit of a bad Cauſe ? or irs Characteriſtick ? if to 
reſign up our Judgment implicitely to the Guidance of 
thoſe we favour, againſt the notorious Evidence of 
Senſe and Experience, the common Reaſon of our 
Happineſs, the common * of the Bible, is 
not. If this is Conſtancy, what, I beſeech you, is 
Perverſeneſs ?---. Where? Whence comes the Honour 
of it? Did ever any King paſs a Patent to be immove- 
able and obſtinate in the wrong? Let ir be the Infatu- 
ation ! Enthufiaſm ! or any other Counterfeit, or ſome 
Frolick of Conſtancy! rhe true it never was, is, or 
can be. For can the Shame and Opprobrium of Con- 
ſtancy become irs appendant Glory, or the Celebra- 
tion of irs Verrne * Who can ſhew a Licence to 
glory in his Shame, or think that praiſe-worthy 
which is criminal? Ler me ever cover the Honour 
of being a Turncoat from Error and Faction If that 
is not the trueſt Meaſure of Honour, the Character of 
a Deſerter will ever be inglorious, rho' ir is from a 
flagrant Error, or ſome grand Violation of Duty: Sup- 
ſe the 40 Perſons who conſpired againſt St. Paul ha 
impeach'd one of their Number of Inconſtancy, and 


being a ſad Renegado, for relenting and making = 
G Dif. 


r 


* 


(4a) 
Diſcovery, 1 ask whether he was not more conſtant 
than all the reſt, by timely changing and rerurning: to 
that Duty, they raſhly and paſſionately deparred from ? 
So, in any other proportionable Inadvertency to com- 
mon Duty, if we don't break looſe from that wicked 
Chain of Party, and the fallacious Reputation of Sted- 
faſtneſs, and grow more tender-hearted to Truth and 
Peaceableneſs, if we {till purpoſe to give up our ſelves 
ro Oppoſition, and nor the uniting Evictions of Truth, 

we had need be aware, leſt we add God and Truth 

alſo to the Number of our Enemies. They are fa- 

ctious, (ſays the late Archbiſhop of York, in his ex- 

« cellent Sermon) they are Setters up and Abetters of 
Parties, who endeavour to deſtroy, or unſettle, or 

« diſparage, or in the leaft hurt or weaken. the Go- 
„ vernmenr and the Laws as they are eſtabliſh'd ; ler 


the Principles on which they go, or the Pretences 


* they make, be what they will. To continue in the 


Party-Diſpoſition of flying off from the affectionate 


cementing Principles of Submiſſion and Contentment, 
and chuſe to hold out ſtill in that Contumacia & De- 
dignatio Parendi Pliny ſpeaks of, the Diſcord will grow 
fo very ill-temper d, that, if there could be two dif- 
ferent Suns to rule the Day, two different Kings to 
govern the Land, two ſeveral Bibles, two ſeveral 


— 


Gods, one would be choſen and approved of for no 


other Reaſon, but becauſe the oppoſite was by the 
ather. But if we know but of one Sun, one Bible, 
one God, we ſhould be more cordially united in that 


done King, whom God and the Laws have fer over us; 


and let the Bible of God exert its impartial and all- 
commanding Juriſdiction, by enforcing and demand- 
ing Submiſſion to him, and all put in Authority under 
him, adequately ro the Laws, the ſettled Meaſure both 


of Obedience, and Authority. Good Subjects we ne- 


ver can be, whilſt we reſerve to pay that Allegiance to 
our own Party, Which is only due to the common Sove- 

reign over both; for ir proves us more intent u 
our own Profit than Duty, private, than publick Good. 
Let us advert to that fair Propoſal, of being as jealous 
of our own Ability to govern, as of theirs who do, 
and be perſuaded they ſee as far into Affairs, (not to 
ſay ſarther into the true Springs of the publick Cone: 
| | : | ſes 


© 
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diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtick of one that vaunts him- 
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ſes) one Jealouſy would be a Cure for the oth | once ce 


admit that next to your Scheme and Meaſures of Polity 


thoſe of your Governors are the beſt, tis a decided . 
they have the real Preheminence of Worth, on whom the 
ſecond Vote falls, in the Competition : "Tis hard ro Rule 
well, bur nothing eaſier than ro Obey. 3 
L have heard fome aver, thoſe of one Denomination 


the beſt Subjects the King has: A noble Saying, I 


confeſs, and worthy of all Accepracion ! Bur it only 


happens ro. want one Circumſtance, thar is to ſay, 
Truth. For, unleſs an untowardly kind and favoura- 
ble Sentiment for his Majeſty's known Enemies, and an 
odd unaccountable Coldneſs and Diſreliſh to the moſt 
zealous in his Service, and moſt ſerviceable in theit 


Zeal; if Riot in ſome, Perjury in a good many, Strife, 


Envy, Bitterneſs, murmuring falſe things and ſpeaking 
evil ones, and ſuffering the Oiſſenters to be more hear- 
ry and active in defending the Church of England, and 
in that the Proteſtant Religion, than themſelves, be the 
ſelf for rhe Church, and the beſt Subject to King 
GEORGE, tis readily granted to be their due. Bur 
if none have the face to aſſert that Deſcription of ei- 
ther to themſelves, yer make ir good in their Practice, 
I muſt hope, in a beſeeching Air, there is ſtill Room 
to grow better, and render the Agreement between 
the Name and the Carriage more rolerable. For really 
tis time to think of coming in for a Share of the 
good Duty of Paſſive- Obedience, as well as leave all 
che Vertue and Praiſe of it to their hated Adverſaries, 
whilſt they engroſs rhe empty Title. 1 1 8 
II is amply allow'd above, that Miſtake and Inad- 


vertency are incident to otherwiſe great and good Peo- 


ple: Bur then the Infirmity changes into a wilful Sin, 
when we have nor the Vertue to own and forſake it, 
as ſoon as perceiv d; to perſevere immoveably not- 
withſtanding, out of a ſham Pretence of Conſtancy, or 
other faulty Morives, is to be noted for Perverſeneſs 
and invincthle Stubborneſs; and Seubborneſs, we have 
read, is as odious to God as Iniquity and Idolatry, 1 Sam. 
15.23. If any could with Truth alledge they are ab- 
ſolutely married to their Opinion, they might with 
grearer Patience bear the Inconveniencles they have 
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tures, * That truly, if he would change for any Reli- 
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krought themſelves under, rather than acknowledge 
the Error of their Choice; as tis very uſual with thoſe 
who have thrown away themſelves in Marriage againft 
the Advice of their Friends, to pur the beſt Face pp- 
on the Matter, after they found themſelves deceived, 
ſooner than confeſs. rhe wrong Judgment they made. 
But to what Purpoſe ſhould any of us remain wedded 
to our own Trouble and Miſtake, Sin, and Vexation ? 
when we may be ſo honourably divorced ; (Could one 
fingle D. D. poſſibly, marry ſo many ?) The Divorce is 
as chaſte and verruous as between a Sinner and his 
Sin ; Conſcience, Intereſt, Happineſs, all approve of 
n, all require it, they all wonder you live ſo long to- 
gether. What makes. Hereſy ſo bad a thing as it is, 
but Pertinecy ? As when conſiderable Error refuſes to 
be ſubdued by ſufficient clear Light, or demonſtrative 
Divine Authority, continuing to ſtrengthen and con- 
firm ir. ſelf thro Obſtinacy and exceſſive Fondneſs, or 
other baſe Reaſons, the Innocency of Error vaniſnes a- 

ay, and the Guiltineſi of it remains. The Fault paſ- 

s from the Underſtanding to the Hi, where it en- 
i it Ur like a ſtu on . who ſcorns 
to yield, reſolves upon a deſperate Defence, know 
. 
WHAT Excuſe or Extenuation then have they ta 
juſtify and ſupport themſelves for continuing ſtill in a 


| . Inadvertency ? Not the ſuppoſed Reputation 
ot 


Steddineſs; that is wholly taken from them; they 
cant ſo much as once more defend themſelves behind 
that Wall, it is levell'd to the Ground: the ſtrong Hold 
is blown up; if that has been the main Body of Reſerve, 
tis utterly put to flight. 5 
PE RH APS . there are other concurring Cauſes 
helping to ſeduce and conſtrain to this faulty Tenaci- 
ouſneſs. Let us go on to take an imparrial View o 
all that can be imagin d to influence any Numbers, and 
ſnew their Inſufficiengy, fo their Satisfaction. 

| Secondly It is not defenſible in any to ſay T have been 
long in that Mind, therefore determine to continue in 
it. It puts in mind, what an Emperor of Moroceo ſaid 
to an Engliſp Ambaſſador, after he had been inform'd 


by him of the Chriſtian Religion and read the Scrip- 


gion 


(45) 


* gion it ſhould, certainly be for that, but he was not to 


think of departing from what he had been long uſed 


to. We are all of us kind of Emperors in our Minds 


in this reſpect; bur methinks tis Heatheniſh in a Chri- 
ſtian to intend ſuch an Anſwer, as only ſerves to de- 
tain him ina wilful Oppoſition to preponderating Truth. 
Suppoſing 20 ſeveral Religions, and bur one of them 
in the Right, this will be equally good to hold 19 in 


Error, for one in the Truth: each had that Argument 


on his Side, it was the Perſwaſion of his Country, 
Friends, he was either Educated in it, or long Accu- 
ſtomed to it. This would as ſoon juſtify a Turk as a. 


5 therefore no more to be mentioned on their behalf. 


hope they won't offer to juſtify themſel ves. 
irdly, From Qpiniatry or Self-conceir, wherein 
ſome are wiſer than ſeven Men who can render 4 Reaſon: 
That would be juſtifying one Fault by another; nor 
can they. „„ | 
Fourthly, From having Mens Perſons and Judgments 
in Admiration. For when that is in repugnancy to 
to a Man's Duty plainly ſpecified in Scriprure, this 
Rule alone without that ſuperior Meaſure and Regula- 
tor, will ſometimes lead him to the Wrong, as well as 
the Right. He ought not to err purpoſely with any 
Body, tho' it was a Plato; Magis amica Veritas. If one 
or more leading Men in the Senate, County, Neighbour- 
hood, or Club we belong to, is of ſufficient Aurho- 
rity to hearren and confirm a Man till that he is in 
the. Righr, againſt Experience and Matter of Fact, 
which uſed formerly to decide all Doubts, againſt the 


moſt evident Scripture moreover, which ought always 


to controul the Underſtanding and the Concience, he 
has made a fine Complement indeed of them both; 
thus ro reſign them up implicitely, and with them his 
Liberty of Reaſoning, and his Senſes alſo, to the Cham- 
pions, and Company, he has . choſen to call 2 
Obſerve ſome of theſe Leaders very angry and of a 


flaming Zeal and Aſſurance in their Sphere, and you 


ſee greater or leſſer Circles of People kept from cool- 
ing to the Temper of Conſidering as they ought; what 
ſhall we call this ſiding with Men in Contradiction to 


God? - God bids you ſpeak no evil of Digniries, to 


lead quiet and peaceable Lives; bur others lead you 
WO 
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the Wiſeft. 


pable of a fiſting them. Of 


(56). 3 
to the revetſe, and ſhew you how to be intractable to 
rhofe whom God has given Authority over us, to ſpread 
falfe Jealouſy againſt them; how to diſquiet your Lives. 
in Yarh, to hate thoſe that differ from them as tho' rhey 
were their Enemies, traduce and injure by all Means 
in their Power; theſe are the Men we aprove of, and 


prefer ro be govern'd by: Behold your Choice! A 


ſtrange Option indeed! Where a tAan muſt be accoun- 


ted of no Principles, if he don't receive the currant Lies 


and Reflections from one another without ever heſitat- 
ing ar the Credibility, once ſuſpecting the Contrivance ; 
or dares be ſo independent as to credit his one Eyes 


or Ears before them, or ſuch a Changeling, to believe 


one Word the other Party ſays, though inwardly ſatis- 
fied of rhe Truth of it, bur like an Apprentice fears 
to . his Mouth, if it makes againſt his Maſters. If 
in fome Caſes, the Impoſſibility of the Aſperſion or Suſ- 
picion being true, n others point blank Proof to the 
contrary, and in others the higheſt Improbability, are not 
ſhffcient to ſhame the Party Spirit into Silence, ir is 
incapable. of receiving reaſonable Satisfaction : nei- 


ther oughr they to think of juſtifying themſelves. 


h, From meer Numbers bearing Company ;' 
becauſe, we know the Diflwafive from following a Mal- 
Hue to do evil. By that Argument a wicked Man 
nerd never Repent, ſeeing he has enough to keep him 
in Countenance. Unleſs Numbers could change Truth 

iüxo Falſhood, or Sin into Duty, they are equally in- 
compętent to vindicate, as for the Weakeſt to direct 


2 1 


© $7xthly, T have heard ſome excuſe themſelves by th 0 
Lamentation that this Nation is always a divided Na- 
tion! Which is ſuch another Argument, as becauſe the 


Word of Truth ſays, it muſt needs be that Offences come, 


he will therefore be one, who ſhall fulfil it; forgetting 
what he ſhould moſt of all remember, viz. the Moe de- 
nounc d 77005 him by whom the Offence cometb. 
| Seventhly, Others would fain extenuate the Matter 
by Doubtin? ; oe reg Kon ſo plain a Caſe is inca- 
| ubrs ſome are dangerous, 
ſome ſafe ; to doubt of rhe Matters of Fact, and the 
things we ſhould live by, is an odd affected fort of He- 
titatzon. Say they, there are Divines and Learned * 
| | 0 


* 
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of each Opinion, and Books writ on both ſides, what. 
| ſhould I do therefore ? I will tell you what nor only, 
you ſhould, but muſt do; tis as impartial Advice 
as any in the World, viz. That you judge for your- 
felf. You will reply by what Rule ? By the beſt in the 
World; that is, plain Scripture plain Reaſon : 
wherein you may be ſtrong and experienced as the 
mighrieſt Diſputant, and we gk between Sollidity 
and Shew, Words and Senſe, Duty and Doubtfulneſs: 
the obvieus Laws of Obedience, and difference be- 
tween Good and Evil are the familiar Principles, given 

to all plain and honeſt Minds, to judge of the Doctrines 
and Opinions that concern their Sphere, and govern: 
themſelves accordingly. Bur the Sun irlelf don t ſhine 
brighter at Mid-day, (no Cloud in the Sky) than the 
clear deciding Obligations, in the Old and New Teſta-: 
ment for obeying Governours, and thoſe Authorized by 


chem. If the Cloud of Paſſion and Prejudice did not 


intercepr, tis impoſſible but they muſt be ſeen and 
ſubmitted to. Ar the ſame time it is moſt apparent 
unto all Men, what Divines have been, or are, moſt 
in the Right; they, who know their Obligarions to 
Holy Scripture, our Church, and their Oaths, yer in- 
conſiſtently to them all, inſinuate Scruples and Diſſatis- 
factions againſt them; or like others, ſupinely ſilent 
in removing them, tho' they had the Remedy at their 
Tongue s end : a Token which the Adverſary rejoiced 


in, and conſtrued to their Favour “; or thoſe other, 


who are mindful of all thoſe Ties, fairhfully inculcate 
a moſt conſcientious Quierneſs and Submithon, when, 
and where, Diſcontents and Animoſicies endanger the 
Salvation of Souls, and the Peace of the Realm; and 
ſo exemplify how perfectly a good Church-man and a 


good Subject may conſiſt together; and contribute ro 
8 pr the Honour of their Function, and blunt the 


proach of enſlaving and abſurd Politicks. 
Some may be for defending themſelves from owning 
their Miſtake, by the Help of that Maxim of the Law 


of Nature, Nemo tenetur accuſare ſcipſum, no one is ob- 
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liged ro-atcuſe himſſelf. But that can have nd manner 
A 


ication here; it holds good only where any 
gteat Loſs or probable Damage may accrue to the Par- 


ty confeſſing; but in the preſent Caſe, he can affign 
no real Incotivenience, he is ſecured of additional Ho- 


nours and Commendations, ſure of performing a noble 
Act of Reaſon and Religion, in doing that Honour to 
the Truth, that the Truth will honour him, and they who 
deſpiſe it ſhall be lightly eſteemed. From the Inſtant of 
his ſubmitting to it, it makes bim free, Maſter of him- 
ſelf, a Friend and Favourite of God. | 
THE. long Indiſpoſitioa of Prejudice is a general 
Obſtacle ro what I have been recommending. Con- 
viction would as certainly follow. from Evidence, as 
Light and Sight from the Sun, if ſomerhing did nor 
unfortunately inrercepr : The Habit of contradicting, 
ſuſpecting, and disbelieving one another, prodigiouſly 
diſtorts the right Apprehenſion of Things, as a groffet 
Medium reflects that crooked which is ftreighr. Thus 
a ſlight Shew of Probability, ſeconded: by a ſtrong 
judicare Opinion, has a greater Power upon the 
ind, than the cleareſt Demonſtration againſt ir, Still 
if the Evidence is ſufficient ro over-ballance, and re- 
ctify the Underſtanding from the inherent Parrialiry, 
the Man is anſwerable for not framing his Inferences 
and his Actions accordingly. For, it thoſe Prejudices 
are the Premiſes he argues from, whoever chuſes rhe 
Premiſes chuſes the Concluſion ; which muſt be Error 
and Miſtake. Tis in vain to ſay, he does not chuſe 
the laſt, as ſuch, if he does not refuſe and forbeat 
what neceſſarily leads to and keeps him therein; if 
the Cauſes are wilful, the Effects and Conſequences 
are wilfully wicked. A World of Pains is requifire 
ro convince one who is but half-reſoly'd againſt it; 
but nothing can ſatisfy thoſe, who have taken up an 
entire Purpoſe not to be convinc'd: Arguments can do 
no more than perſuade, but the ſullen Reſolve renders 
the Mind imperſuaſible, impregnable. Not the beſt 
Reaſons the thing is capable of, no Argument humane, 
or divine, can operate, till that reſolute Diſpoſition of 
never examining whether in the wrong or not, begins 
to give, and grow à little more complaiſant to Truth; 
the ſtrongeſt Proof in the World will have no better 
| |  Recep- 


wy 


Reception or Succeſs, than che weakeſt ; becauſe o 


far from being reflected on as a Reaſon, or Diſcovery 
of Truth, weak or ſtrong, that it is not canvaſs d or 
conſiderd at all. Miracles are unable to force their 
Way through affected Prejudices, or gain Admiſſion to 
the moſt important and beneficial Admonitions. What 
more kept up the Oppoſition againſt our Saviour, than 
a prejudicate Notion of the Meſſiab's coming as a Tem- 

al Prince to free them from the Roman Yoke ? This 

otion they erroneouſly gather d our of Scripture, ot 
the Divine Right of his Ningſbip; and having once im- 


bib'd- that Poiſon and Deluſion, would unalkerably 


cleave to ir, let God or Man bring what Ruin they 
pleaſed for it ; freely chuſing to be undone, rather than 
yield themſelves in the wrong. St. Peter tells them, 
that through Ignorance they did it, but he would not 
endure them to think that ſufficient to excuſe them ; 
for he charges them in ſolemn Earneſtneſs to repent of 
ſo great a Sin. And in Lale 4. 16, Sc. we ſind à ftrong 
Prejudice in thoſe of Nazareth (where our Lord was 
brought up and refided longeſt}: againſt him, as being 
| Joſeph's Son, an Underling, mean Perſon ; he there 
arraigns them of that Injuſtice againſt him, and them - 
ſelves, the not eſteeming a enough in his own 
Country, by two remarkable Inſtances of Detriment 
from it; one of Elias, who in the Famine of above 3 


Vears, was not ſent by God to any of the diſtreſſed 


Widows of his own Country Iſrael, but to a Widow of 


Sarepre in another Country; and another of 'Elifhe, 


who cured a foreign Lord in Aria of his Leproſy, 
when there were many Lepers in I/rac/, who would 
not defire a Cure of him. | * 
NOTHING can be truer, than that the Va- 
lidity of a yu Judgment or anticipated Deci- 
ſion, by which we immediately judge every thing 
right that agrees with that, or amiſs that diſagrees, 
can be no better than the Grounds that Prejudice 
is built upon; and if that therefore ſhould be an 
unequal or undue Standard, it muſt be evident, we 
rry all things by falſe Weights and Meaſures; and ſtill 
to judge and eſteem by chat, excluſive of better In- 
formation proffering it ſelf and proteſting againſt it, 
muſt be the great Iniquity of 5118 8. We are to go- 


vern 
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ö. 
vera our ſelves by che Laws of God, and not the No- 
tions ons — —_ make — fy 
one is diſpured, rhe other unqueſtiona in — 
vious: If we then give Credi to Opinions which de- 
| and vacare the Obligation of the former, out 
redulous Prejudice will neither excuſe from Sin, nor 
reſcue from Damnation. With regard to Sentiment 
of Perſone, the Prejudiced have ſo vehement a Deſire 
and Intereſt that ill things ſnould be true, tis no won- 
der that Deſire begers a Suſpicion, and chat Suſpicion 
au Aſſurance in many, that they are true. The Tran- 
ſition between a Facility to believe and actual Decep- 
tion, is not more common, than it is impercepti- 
ble; and it will ever be eaſy for the Artiſices of De- 
ceivers to miſlead, and difficult on the other hand to 
recover Subjects, ſo long as the Party- Prejudice re- 
tains an uſurping Power of believing wharever is plea- 
ſing and agreeable to it ſelf : ſuppoſe any wicked e- 
nough to invent vile Aſperſions, and moſt uncharitable 
Improbabilities,” there will be enough weak and un- 
thinking Retailers of that vicious Gratiſication; nor 
can there be any Remedy, or Hope, of its being other- 
viſe, till they recal their Minds to the Ways of Think- 
ing, and of having greater Regard to Truth apparent, 
than Party; to ask and ſtay for Proof, and ſuſpect eve- 
ry prejudicial Hearſay without it; fairly letting Expe- 
rience have more Weight than Railing; and ſo eſcape 
the Wiſe Man's Imputation, He that believeth every 
Word is ſimpie. Is the King's Majeſty and his Miniſtry 
inferior in Authority to one of your ſelves, that they 
meet with ſo much worſe Treatment? Do you hold 
it unjuſt to believe every thing of theſe, till you have 
examin d the Grounds? Let the former but have the 
ſame common Juſtice and fair Play----- They have a 
Right to demand it, as much as to live: their Title 
to it is ſacred ; the Payment on our Part indiſpenſible. 
Whilft the contrary Cenſures is Arrogance in private 
Perſons, noxious to our ſelves and others, * de- 


viliſp; a deviliſh Departure from Civility, as well as 

Chriſtianity. Tho' tis more diſreſpectful to aggravate 

their Failings than others, they will forgive the Diſre- 

ſpect, upon Condition, you can ſhew- your ſelves not 

miſtaken and impoſed upon in your Imputations 1 
| gainſt 
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ca) 
Faint them. Gobernours can no mote he exeinpt 
rom all Failings than private Subjects; bur-examin& 
and ſearch diligently into their publick Vertues, (tlie 
Qualities which make us all ſafe and happy) and there 
will be little need of ' Candbr for con 


Oecaſion for lt, upon other Accoudts. 
IN ſeeuring ſo eſſential a Bleſſing as the Proceſtane 
Succeſſion, we might well been contented to hoped, or 


enjoy d leſs Princely Endowments in the next | Prote-- 
Rant Heir; bur when they are illuſtriouſſy firm and 


regular, awful, yet engaging, in the Exerciſe; ſince 
Experience exceeds the Fame, which had been ſcann d 
too for 15 Yeats before by the Diſaffected, the World 
abroad admiring, almoſt reverencing his Excellencies, 
and his Enemies not refuſing him that Juſtice in the 
Height of their Anger; it is the mote ſingular Infamy 
in any Subjects ro grow evil becauſe he is ſo very 
good. Are they provoked moſt at his Verrues'? or 
at viewing the firm Syſtem of ſo many Bleſſings, and 
the laſting Fabrick of Narional Happineſs built, as ar 
preſent, upon ſtrong, beautiful, numerous Pillars? 
THERE are bur two things can raiſe the Foun- 
dation of Murmuring, either à real Cauſe of Com- 


laint, as Miſgovernment, Violation of Laws, or elſe 


ſome Arrifice or other in blowing up Diſeontents; the 
Impoſture of falſe Intinuations and vile Slander is the 
concerred ſupply of rhe firſt, - and deſigning Men are 
bur too expert in the management, for encreaſing 
the Number of Diſcontents: Some ſupinely believe, 
as they do any thing elſe that is told them; ſome ſpite- 
fully, ſuborn d by Party Oppoſition; ſome gratify theit 
eſentmeanr ; ſome their Envy; ſome their Intereſt; 
and projected Scheme of Strength and Power encrea- 
ſing; others to cover their Guilt, iram atque animes 4 
erimine ſumunt ; others to ſerve the Popiſh Religion: 
Now, if the former real Cauſe of Murmur cant be 
ſhewn; it remains, that it muſt be upheld by theſe 
wicked Wiles and Artifices, and that ill-defigning 
Men cheriſh and nurſe up Faction and Diſquietude 
among thoſe, who ſtill give up their Underſtanding 
to them, for no better Reaſon but becauſe they uſed 
to do ſo; how eaſy is it to infuſe their own angry 
RE H 2 Paſſtons 


| ing or exte- 
nuating what is found amiſs; not is chere any peculiar 


. (62) 
Padions and Prejudices > and by their Example and 


8 bear them Compapy in the 
Gullt and Irreligion of diſobeying Governours, and 
be jealeus and uneaſy becauſe the other won't be 
contented to be happy, till their Ambition, Envy or 
Re are contented. The Manner of Spirit they 


are of, inſtructed Prejudice, makes them eaſy and 
willing to be impoſed on, and proffers it ſelf to be 


workr up into Paſſion for nothing ; thus wrerchedly 
are they enticed out of their Duty and Quiet, and 
Regard to Truth. To che Pure all things are pure, but 
to che Defiled (with Prejudice) is nothing. pure. The 
reflect not on the cuſtomary Deluſion and Unrighteou 
neſs of inferring from a Particular to a General, i. e. 


becauſe a few. held ſuch Opinion, therefore all; other 


few did ſo once, therefore always; they give Credit 
to one Sect or Party, therefore believe them impli- 
cicely in all things; have withdrawn their Cre- 
dit another, therefore believe them in nothing, 
how true and undeniable ſoe ver The Power of a 
common Proverb or Nickname has been able ro bar 
out the moſt penetrating Conviction. Can any | 
thing come out of 'Galilee * defy d all chat our Saviour 
do--- So, the . are Republicans, Enemies to 
the: Church, tho continually diſavowed and diſdain d 
by them, and no Proof given of it fince the Com- 


mencement of that Name, under King Charles II. All 


the Evidence lying in the Speculation of gain-ſaying 
People. And if they will ſtill perſiſt in the Calumny, 
they are unavoidably e condemned, falſe Accuſers of the 
Brethren; wrong their own Faculties, and belye a 
long Series of Experience. To fret and vex becauſe 
the 1 au — — — | 
may to juſtify their unſupported Jealouſies 
Murmurs, is to act the Part of Traitors to the Pub- 
lick, and wiſnh it Injury, in order to countenance their 
Accuſations. Can wiſhing a Man may prove a Knave 
ever juſtify their calling him one ? If their. arrificial 
Slander and Jealouſy have their Foundation in time to 
come, tis a plain. Confefſion there is nothing at pre- 
ſent to ſupport their Pretences, and clear Demonſtra- 
tion, rhat they who are ſo deſirous to find an Occaſion 
againſt them, can find none. Tis as eaſy Jor the 
| . . | pite- 


1 | 
Spite ful to ſurmiſe any Improbabiticy for the time 
come, as to wiſh ill: but when — 70 
their may be to carry on the Indictment, it muſt end in 
an Ignoramus; it may not be is the fitteſt Confutation. 


To draw Chimeras out of their preſent State of Non- 


- exiſtence. to ſerve a preſent Reſentment, aud palm 


Aoimoſity and Miſ- 


ſture, and a perpetual Source nd. Mile 
underſtanding. It is the common Trick of. Impoſtges 
for covering Colluſion the better, to cry out to the 


People, beware. Cheats, of no Friends to Menerchy,. 


and Epriſcopacy., whilſt they are ſlighly beguiling 
them into Meaſures inevitably deſtructive of Fry gk 
Epiſcopacy, and limited Monarchy, And as the Mar 
nagers know in their Conſcience, they have made Lies 
their Refuge, there is a laudable Way to be even 
with them, ik * . the Deceivers, and diſ- 

ppointing them of the Credit they depend upon. 
_ the judging Faculties of their — bc be _=_ 


own ſo long, as to require Proof, the Cheat would 


our, and their Loyalry, and Content all come right? 
Make the Experiment of withdrawing Deference, 
weigh light Surmiſes againſt notorious Facts, all rhe 
great and material things which the .. have:ſug- 
geſted of the T---- have proved true in Fact, and 
what theſe have ſurmiſed of the other, as conſtantl 
falſe, this is a fair Appeal and clear Trial, and of 
many Years Evidence, (not to mention how the late 
Rebellien has drawn the Curtain of concealed Treaſon, 
and ſhewn the Actors and Prompters) it ought to re- 
ctify every wrong Judgment, convince them of Impo- 
ſition, and entirely diſſipate Prejudice and Diſunion. 
Admit this equitable Meaſure and of Reconcile- 
ment, how many Mens Hearts would ſmite them for 
entertaining Reproaches ? which they were never a- 
ble, tho challeng d ſo oft, to make any Proof of, when 
it was ſo very grateful and ſerviceable to have them 
_ THE. pious Fraud of the Danger of the Church, 
that grand Seminary of Fears and Jealouſy ; the Di- 
rectors of Faction would be bankrupt in Scandal, if 


they had not recourſe hither: but what Token or Proof, 


1 beſeech you, can they exhibit of it, en,. 
n 7 9 
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of. Houſe falling * 3-Unleſs it is the building of ne C- 
Churches, and well endowing them, and all other wiſe 
Care and Governance ſince the Revolution f. Can they 
int out ſo much as one Act or Meaſure of State prez 
udicial of her Welfare, or a ſingle evidence of Injury 
or Disfavour, 4 2 — op > 
Nemo repente fit turpiſimus, in E to be the grear- 
eſt Enemies ro her f ir — ſhewn — 
done one Act of Diskindneſs: If all the Allegations 
of Danger and Inſecurity for ſo long a time have conti- 
nually been found a deſigned Abuſe, void of all pretences 
to Truth, what Reaſon has any Man of common Senſe, 
bur to conclude the preſent of the ſame Kind > Never 
was Credulity Parent of a mote frivolous Fear. What a 
more ſictious or prepoſterous Jealouſy; than to run on 
 headftrong in ſounding a falſe Alarm fot ſo many Vears 
together >-making themſelves and others miſerable and 
uneaſy, in the vain Imagination; when nothing is cer- 
tainer thro all that time, than, in the Scheme of thoſe 
who foment thoſe Suggeſtions, the only Anſwer to the 
Queſtion when the Church is ſafeſt, is when Popery is 
in the faireſt way to be re-eſtabliſhr, -conſideriag who 
I loudeſt in the Remonſtrance, and rhe leſs H 's 
of that, the more confidently the other has been —— 
into ardy, the lowder, at times, the Cry: Have 
not the Pepiſts always joined their Subtlety, and uſed 
their . — in this 3 „ Tis 

not a parcel of deſigning or diſgu Subjects cryin 
out Help, Help--- i. e. We are undone if you — 
good — 6 lieve our ſtory and befriend us with 
our Credulity and Diſcoarear, that carries with it the 
roof of Diſtreſs or Danger, no more than one crying 


Fire in the Street, yer can't make out where ir ſmokes: 


the Cry will amaze and raiſe the Palpitation of Heart, 
a little while, but the Amazement, as ſoon as no Dan» 
ger can be ſhewn, rurns upon the Cryers, and excites 
Indignarion ar the feigned Fear; ſo let it, ſo ought the 
Anger to be ſpent in the other Caſe,when all the world 


* Vide Dr. Hole's Serm. Ad- Sund. at Oxford, 1716. 

I Vide Bp. of ET y's Thankſgiving- Sermon, 1716. 
12th Edition. Who more proper to bear Teſtimony, than 
ſuch an experienc d, diſcerning; pions Prelu te: 
h | knows 


(6) 
knows. — — G non eſſe idem eſt, none nęed be 
ignorant unleſs they — all the bruited Fears 
and Jealouſies are actually compounded out of diſap . 
pointed Ambition, and other Malignant Ingredients 3 
take theſe away, that is gone. In a Matter of ſo great Con- 
tumely and ſuſpected Deſign, the Reporters are very 

fimple if they expect to be believed out of Courteſy 


and Civility, according to the ſealian Complaiſance l cre- 


der e di Corteſia, but from ſome appearance of Evi- 
dence; to be without Teſtimony in a Caſe of Fact, 


and ſo open to Proof, is to be without Reaſon, and 


| 3 be guilty of no leſs than a railing Ae. 
cuſation. 1 2 „ Ii 84 

ILL ſome evidence of that ſort is offered, Clamours 
to the contrary prove nothing but a diſappoĩintment of 
their own Wiſhes of findiag ſome Occaſion againſt them 
upon that Article; it will abundantly ſatisfy the World, 
that the Word Church is worn as a Cloak of Maliciouſ- 


neſs and baſe Purpoſes, to cover the poverty of Chri- 


ſtianity, in as many, as make a ridiculous Profeſſion 
and Noiſe of believing in the Church, before they give 
any real ſign of believing'in God, or Chriſt; by impi- 


ous Perjury, by ridiculing the Spirit of Moderation, | 


Meekneſs, Quietneſs and Chriſtianity z by others, the 
refuſe of the People. The deſigning Men, thoſe Church- 
Magicians, know two things very well, that the Multi- 
rude who are well meaning, are not the moſt diſcerning, 
eaſy to be impoſed on by well ſuired Arrifices ; the o- 
ther they make Advantage of, is the Fondneſs for rhe 
_ eſtabliſhe Church; nothing has a nearer Approach ro 
their Paſſions than a Concern for that, the very Colour 
of a Colour of Danger there, is enough to alarm their 
Imagination, pervert and deprive them of the Power 
of judging ſoberly : they find their Account in this, 
and therefore, when they want rhe Subſtance, drefs 
up the Shadow, and ſer the Phantome a ftalking about 


the Kingdom, to fright and do Feats among the Peo- 


ple.--- The Fallacy, all the time, confiſting in this; 
they have combined together to ſirname themſelves the 
Church, and till they flouriſh and are received into 
Royal Favour, it can never proſper, nor the Nation 
be wholly free from the Impertinence of its Danger 
But all Arguments muſt vaniſh before Matter of Fact 
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E To! ,.and be accuſed of Falacy and Lying; 
wor every beneficial Act for her Proſperity; fince: 
the Revolution, been adviſed, carried on, and accom- 
pliftfd by thoſe, hom they would abuſe all the World: 
im calling »o Friends to her? and by the inipadent 
 Afperſfion both contradict their on Conſciences, and 
 othier Peoples Senſes. I never heard of — 
tion eo che conttary, except the uſeleſs Schifm Bill; 
nor Ter to Proofs of inviolable Friend- 
ſhip, for almoſt 30 Years ſtanding. The ſuppoſed 
Danger from Immoraliry, Deiſm, Socinianiſm, Oc. is 
common to the Church of Chriſt in general, to every 
National Church, and not more peculiar to ours than 


WHEN a falſe Accufation is brought againſt any, 
tiere can be no ſurer Confutation, than to ſhew them 
viicapable of committing the Thing: (1.) As to the 
King, ir has been obſerved, that his Principles (being 
ofiginally Lasheran) ſers him at a greater diſtance from 
93 Caloiniſ, it e. in other Words, the Diſſen- 
ert in this Nation, than if he had been Home- born 
in ehe Communion of the Church of England. The 
Pretender well knew his own deſtructive and ifrecon- 
eileable Principles, and the little Credit to be given to 
his Promiſes to the contrary; be was ſo fair in his De- 
elaration as not in plain Words to ſtipulate one for her 
Protection; a very ingenuous Bite, I confeſs, to draw 
Folks into a good Opinion of him, from his great Sin- 

ceriry" in telling them he can't be their Friend. (z.) 
Bib _ impoſſible for the Gloripus Miniſtry under 

X EO RGE to be puilry of the Accuſation, be- 

cx the Safety of the Church is an implicared and 
eternal Reaſon of Stare, that ſettles her perpetual Sta- 
bility ; let who will be uncharitable to diveſt them of 
a ſincere Inclination, Malice it ſelf can't refuſe them 
the Reputation of a tranſcending Genius in the other: 
No, they love their R% Maſter too fincerely, to ad- 
viſe him, at any time, to break his Oath, or impair 
one of the main Pillars of his Throne. Beſides, who 

can doubt his Majeſty's certain and (Row Care of 

the Church at Home? (to which he has ſolemnly ob- 
. .tged himſelf) when we ſee ſo indulgent a Specimen 
of it, in retrieving from Ruin a Copy of the _— 

| = 


„ 
of England abroad, viz. the Proteſtant Epiſcopal 
Charetes in Great Pelang and Poliſh Pruſſia * F when 
under no Tie ro recommend and promore their Inte- 
reſt, but that of his Love and Kindneſs to thoſe Chur- 
ches, as being a Relation to ours. 3 

(3.) Tis morally impoſſible for the Diſſenters to pre- 
vail over the eſtabliſp d Church, conſequently no Ap- 

rehenſion of Danger can ever be verified from thar * 

uarter. They are in no poſſibility of prevailing ei- 
ther by Force, or by Argument; never by the former, 
becauſe ar Home they are diſconcerted, and but few 
when conjoined together, in Compariſon of the Mem- 
bers of the Church; and from Abroad they can hope 
for no Atiiſtance, like the Papiſts, being Aliens, con- 
demned by all the World for their Separation; as for - 73 
their Arguments, there is (till leſs Fear, being confuted 8 b 
in Meekneſs, and moſt ſtrenuouſſy routed by N. Di- | 
vines. If theſe, among others, are eſſential and irre- 
fragable Reaſons, for Satisfaction, yea for general 
Confidence in this Point, where's the Provocation? * 
the Grounds of Anger? of Murmur ? of Diſtruſt ? {4 
Where the Refuge of nor owning a Miſtake and In- | 
adverrency in this Caſe alſo ? | . 

Eleventhiy, I can think but of one Pretext more, viz, 

the Excluſion, for the preſent, of ſome out of Truſt 1 
and Favour. A ſore Grievance But I would placidly ask, J 
whether ir was not their own Conduct brought ir up- l 
on them d If it was, their own Conduct may alſo re- S 
move it. An Alteration in that would gradually affect 5 I 
an Alteration in the other; as ſoon as they put off \ 7 
Chagrine, and put on more Temper, and Moderation 2 
of Envy, think it their Duty, Intereſt ar leaſt, ro ſhew 
themſelves Subjects equally deſerving with others, in 
Capacity, Quietneſs, . «ive Loyalty, from this Day 7 
forward, they will not fail of their Deſervings, in due 4 
time, if they faint not. But is it not a ſtrange Me- 1 
thod of clearing a doubred Integrity, ro be guilty of 

an After. management, which inſtead of removing, di- 


— 


* Vide The KtxG's Brief, bearing Date March 23. 
ſecond Year of his Reign, and the Archb;jbop and Bijhops 


1 rectly 


Circular Letters, &. 
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rectly ſerves toconfirm former Suſpicions? Every body 
ſurely had, and now has, the Opportunity to ſhew, as 
to one, the Suſpicion has been groundleſs; but ro neg- 
lect that Opportunity always, is as if Railing to a 
Man's Face was the ſureſt Way to convince him, of 
never diſaffecting him behind his Back. If they won't 

et, yet, ſever themſelves from the Guilty, and the 
Jalpeckeg, by making a publick Draw-back of the 
good Opinion they uſed to export to them, who can 
judge them entirely innocent? Can a King, a Fo- 


reigner, be blamed, if they never yet vouchſafed to 


do any thing to convince him ſufficiently he has been 


miſtaken in them? When the Prodigal Son is returned, 


tis time enough to kill the fatted Calf, be merry, put 


on Robes and Ring; whilſt the other Son, who was 


always dutiful, and never tranſgreſſed his Father's 
Will, nor acted againſt his Intereſt, will nevertheleſs 


be entitled to that Praiſe and Reward, Son, thou art 


ever with me, and all that I bave is thine. Before the 
other can be equall d, or come in for a Part, he muſt 
return, confeſs his Error, and be ſtudious of redeeming 
what he has done amiſs, by the Zeal and Eminency 
of his After-carriage. | PE | 

THE great Weakneſs and Inexcuſeableneſs of the 
Diſatisfaction, under Conſideration, tho” rhe Flow- 
er of their Prerences, will be more apparent from 
the following Reflections. (1.) How few in compaſ- 


ſion are really intereſted and affected in that Com- 


plaint ? (2.) If they will be generous enough to 
acknowledge this, (ſhame muſt hinder from refy- 
ſing) viz. That they are, upon the whole, acted more 
by publick Spirit, than private Views and Intereſt, Do 
they hold indeed to that Declaration? Then ought they 
ro be indifferent who are the Inſtruments of publick 


Service; but if concerned and out of Humour, that 


that they are not employed, and diſlike the publick 
Happinels meerly becauſe they don't like the Hands 
they receive it from, they plainly prefer the Inſtru- 
ments before the End, and themſelves to the publick 
Good, and ſo are inconſiſtent with their Pretences; 
the Diſcontents are the Actions of infincere, ſelfiſh 
Subjects, rhe Declaration of ſincere honeſt, quiet ones. 
(3+) If they will ſhew the publick Intereſt to be 7 
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of Coutſe, there will be Reaſon to hear their Com- 


plainr, that they alſo may have a Hand in the Profit 
and Honour of adminiſtring beiter. (4.) Suppoſe a 
_ Maſter of a Houſe has bur fix Places, and eleven Com- 
petitors, whoever gives Favours, when there is an Im- 
poſſibility of giving to all, makes choice of his faith- 
ful Friends; if five muſt go without, and ſome be 
diſpleaſed, and the Queſtion who ? Tis ſoon reſol- 


ved. (5.) If this is the chief Ground of Oppoſition, 


and Ill-will, ro thoſe in Authority, as who in his Heart 
does not know it? We have got an obvious ſure Teſt 
ro difcover the Impoſition, and diſtinguiſh whether the 
Clamours of Men proceed from rhe Conſcience of ano- 


thers Right, the Faults in governing, or their own 


Want of Power and Authority. Do the T--- general. 


Iy confeſs, that all Things had remain'd quiet, if che 


King had taken them into the Miniſtry, all had been 


ſafe, right, juſt, and good ? All who profeſs this Prin- 


ciple of Animoſity, effectually define themſelves actu- 
ated by Baſeneſs and Sordidneſs, and that they have 
no real Concern for Truth, Conſcience, or the Duty 
of a Subject; the Profeiſion undoes them and their 
Cauſe with all conſiderate People. But they are for 


the ſnorteſt Cut to Ruin, whom Diſappointment and 


Spite have purely inſtigated to turn their Thoughts to 
be more farisfied about the Pretender s Right, than be- 
fore, Tis juſt as if ſo many Folks were reſolving to 
throw away what they had already, becauſe they have 
not more; and rather than be balk'd of what they ſer 
their Minds on, ſupinely diſlike not thoſe Meaſures, 
which muſt infallibly deſtroy their preſent Enjoyments, 
as well as their Hopes; before they conſent, any ſhould 


exceed them in Poſts and Preferment, chuſe to equal 


themſelves in Miſery with them; and ſooner than nor 
ger a Victory over an Adverſary or Rival, be free re 


bury themſelves in the ſame Grave --- As ro Nenjurors 
prerending Conſcience for their Diſloyalty ro his pre- 


ſenx Majeſty, there is this Teſt of Diſcrimination. If 
they ſincerely refuſe to take the Oaths out of Conſcience 


and Fear of Damnation, that Principle, wherever true, 


will equally awe them from other heinous Sins: Bur 
where you ſee any of them live in habitual Drunkeneſs, 


Malice, Calumny, Sc. (no unfrequent Caſe) ir may be 
| 11 | con- 


e 
& 


© 


concluded that ſomet 
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hing elſe beſides Conſcience has 


ſway d, and does ſway, them to the Refuſal. of the 


Oaths. Sir Tho. Moor, one of the firſt that had Scru- 


ples about the King's Supremacy, ſaid, he was content 
to be Heretical, if it ſhould preve to be ſo without a Party, 


or Preſeliting others to his Opinion; bur were we to 


judge by the Nonjurant Clergy, and others. not con- 
tent to,,enjoy.Perſonal Quiet, unleſs they infe& and 
Difquier others, congregate Aflemblies, and perperu- 
ate Ledition, one would think their Conſcience was all 
Cant, and their Faith Faction, to do all, in their Power, 
to deliver the Church to the Pope, and the State to the 


Pretender. 


Poor Narrow-Soul Men! to make the 


very Eſſence of Chriſtianity (a Kingdom not of this 
World) ro depend upon a State-Queſtion, of their own 
Starting, about a ſingle Perſon's Right to a Crown; to 
live in the notorious guilty Omiſſion of not Pray ing for 
King GEORGE, when the Chriſtian Religion o- 
bliges us to pray for eur Enemies, for Kings and all that 
are put in Authority, and the Fews under their Capti- 
vity practiſed both our of Intereſt, as well as Duty, 
according to that Sacred Advice, that by praying for the 
Life of Nebuchadnezzar Kzng of Babilon, and for the 
Life of Belchſhazer his Sn, that their Days may be upen 
, the Earth as the Days of Heaven; the Lord will give us 
ſtrength and lighten our Eyes, and we ſhall live under his 


Shadow and 


Favour. 


For excluding too out of 


Heaven nor only his Majeſty's faithful Subjects, bur 


Abundance of their own Friends and Well-wiſhers. 


(unkindly done) by their turbulent nonſenſical Noti- 
ons of Shiſm. (6.) Since it might have been predict- 
ed from the Temper and Strife of our Party-Diviſions, 
that one would ger the final Maſtery over the other; 

and every one had taken their Side, firſt made a Judg- 
ment of the Publick Safety, then of their own Intereſt 
and Proſpects, tis now neceſſary to ſubmir, as unto 
Fortune, and give a decent Exit to the vain Struggle; 
Sic Fata velunt, Is it your Chance to draw a Blank 

in the Lottery? Be content; tis unreaſonable to en- 


vy thoſe who have got the Prizes, ſo fairly drawn. 


WHEN a People are ſo divided, there are but 
three Ways poiſible to unite together and become one; 


Either that the .- come down to the T---, or the 


"To 


.. move up to them, or meet one another Half Way, 


in pitching upon Referees: the Firſt is impracticahle, 


bedcauſe it obliges to join in the Guilt of Unchriſtian 
MNMurmur and Diſatisfaction againſt Governours; if the 


I. would condeſcend to the third Expedient, and 


pitch upon the plain Counſels of Holy Scriprure for 


obeying Rulers, and ſpeaking no Evil againſt them, 


there can be no Referee ſo impartial or authoritative, 
the Difference and Diſtinction would ceaſe ; as ſoon 


as they will pleaſe to unite themſelves ro their Duty, 
and be reconciled ro obey the Commandments of God, 
they are united and reconciled to the .-; let them 


once be ſo candid and religious to agree to this Com- 


promiſe, and they entirely perform rhe ſecond thing 


wanted and deſired, of coming over to the . There 


is no Room to demur, when Neceſſity, Duty, and E- 
molument all determine to it. And ſeeing no Pretences 
of Conſtancy and Stedfaſtneſs; nor of being long of 


ſuch a Mind; nor good Opinion of one ſelf; nor of 
others, the greateſt Leaders; nor Numbers; nor the 


Commoneſs of Party and Diyiſions; nor affected 


Doubting; neither the Plea of not accuſing one ſelf; 


nor the Power of Prejudice; neither the groundleſs 
Jealouſy about the Church; nor fretting about Places, 
are of any Validity (as has been ſnewn) ro excuſe or 
extenuate their Delay, what Concern, yea what Indig- 
nation for being ſo long impoſed on, yea what Fear 
of having ſinned, yea what Defire of returning ſpee- 
dily to the Duty of a quiet Subject, ought to fill the 
honeſt and reflecting Heart? 1 | 
EVERY one indeed has the Liberty ro remain 


ſtill in the Vexation of - confuted Error, bur no other 


Reaſon for it. And if they will abuſe their Liberty 
at that unconſcionable Rate, the Misfortune heightens 
into Folly, their Inadvertency grows wilful, and ſet- 
tles in downright Obſtinacy. And as it is ſaid with 


good Reaſon, the Milſul never want Mie; I will lay 
down ſome certain Signs and Criterions of Obſtinacy, 


where Conſtancy ends, and that begins; ſnew ſome ill 
Effects of it; and conclude. | 
1. THE firſt Mark of Obſtinacy is, when the 


Thing or Truth in diſpute, is decided and adhered ro 


by the 731, and not by the Reaſon or Underſtanding, 


"Y + oh. * a 
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A Man may deal by his Underſtanding as he does by 


his Eye; when any thing comes in his Way, which he 


hates, or has been wont to diſlike, he turns ic away, 


of blinks as if he did nor ſee it: Thus, tho' it does 
not depend upon the Will ro ſee that green which is 
blew, or that red which is yellow, yet ir depends up- 
on us whether we will turn the Eye and Diſcernment 
of the Mind, ſo long towards it, as to diftingaiſh and 


be ſer right about it. If things then are not what 


we pleaſe, but what they are in their Nature and Ve- 
rity, however we miſtake them; and we will not let 
the Underſtanding attend fo long, as to find out the 

Miſtake, tis pretty plain, we have wound our ſelves 

into an implicit Reſolution, not be convinced or un- 
deceived about the Matter. And for ſo long as the 
Will is the only Principle for being addicted to ſuch 
an Opinion, you have to deal with that worſt Temper 
of Mind, Non perſuadebis etiamſi perſuaſeris, tho' you 
have perſuaded them with the cos ondary ſuffici- 

ent Reaſons for departing from it, you are ſtill as far 
off as ever mon SE. Thus the ſullen Szoick of 
old, when he nothing ro reply to him that was 
convincing him, cried, O damned Villain ! So the Fews 
of old were ready with their Stones and Reproaches 


' againſt our Saviour, and his Diſciples, when they had 
nothing elſe ro reſpond. So a Few of late Years ar ' 


Oxford, when he was in Diſpurarion confounded wirh 
the Truth, and had nothing ro anſwer, cried for 
Madneſs, and was pale with Vexation, but ſtill con- 
tinued a Few: and a Quaker, under the ſame confuted 


Circumſtances, is ſaid xo anſwer a Biſhop of this Dio- 


ceſe, Peter, convince me if thou canſ} ! 


2. ANOTHER fhrewd Cogniſance is, when it 


js thought a Reflection upon a Man's Underſtanding 


to be miſtaken; this makes him imagine it more re- 
putable to adhere to his former Opinion (right or 
wrong) than be conſtant to Truth: Thereupon grows 
peremptory, impatient to hear others differ from him, 
and turns his Back upon the reconciling Vertues of De- 


ference, Gentleneſs, and being favourable ro other 
Mens Reaſon, as well as his own. Of all the Proper- 


ties belonging to our Species, we are ever moſt ſoli- 
citous to hide, ar leaſt not ro own, Defe s, Miſtakes, 


a conceiving or inſerring Right, Mifinformatlon, or 
Inadvertency in the Underſtanding; we are ſouner 


brought to acknowledge Imperfections and Weak? 

neſs in any Part, than there: Vet how many Imper- 
fections natural, or acquired, is it really ſubjected ro'? 
Whilſt every one is contented with his own Share, and 5 
{peaks of no Want: "Tis too painful and diminiſn- 
ing to be found miſtaken in the falſe Imagination of tbe 

* of the Victo- 

ry, in being in the Right, more than of the Money, 
that commonly troubles; and in any Matter of Con« © 


World. Obſerve in Wagers, tis the 


teſt or Diſpute, if one of the Litigants will but begin 


once ro yield that the other is in the Right, ir often 


pleaſes ſo well, that the inflexible Man before, will be 
apt to return the Compliment, and be ready to ſubmit 
do the Vielder. Bur ſome mean, I ſhould ſay, proud 
Souls, are ſo incapable of being miſtaken; and ſo very 

ative, that you may ſooner perſwade a tall Man he 
is lower by a Foot, or One low, that he is ſo much 
higher, than that he is deceived, notwithſtanding we 
can no more alter Truth by our Conceits, than add one 
Cubit to our Stature. So far is Obſtinacy from being 
a Sign of a ſtrong Judgment, that it is conſtantly au 
Evidence of the contrary; your weakeſt People are al- 
ways moſt noted for it, they are ſure it is, becauſe it is 
fo ; nor is it an uncommon Thing to be confident, when 
they are moſt miſtaken, _ _ 1 v2 

3- ANOTHER Sympton is, when a Man thinks 


himſelf bound to uſe ſome ſhew of Reaſon and Argu- 


ment, not becauſe his Opinion is really built thereon, 


Opinian; he catches at every Thing thar offers to ſup- 


port him in it, and gives Audience to all Proof and moſt 


convincing Arguings to the contrary, as he would to 
2 Temptation, which he thinks himſelf bound to reſiſt; 
if no other Way, by ſtopping his Ears, or running a- 
way from it. | 


4. YOU may call it another Token of Obſtinacy; 


when a different Opinion is defended by obſcure Texts 


againſt plain: Probability, or may be's againſt the moſt 


certain and irrefragable Proofs, or by an Appearance 
of Reaſon and Argument againſt Experience: Abſur- 
dity has in truth no other Defence bur that of Ob- 
ſcurity. | | | 5. AN- 


P 


or not᷑ refured ; bur becauſe he is reſolv d to hold that - 


5 


PT 
- 5- ANOTHER Characteriſtick of chat; and of | , 
che Deretiction af che Vertue of Conſtancy, is, When 
” i le ate ſway d by other Marives and Affections than 
| of Truth and Dury, Unity, and Charity; where 
they will neicher Read nor Converſe, if they could 
help ĩt, hut on one Side; reſolving neither to pur them- 
ſelves in the Way, nor diſpoſe their Minds for the 
_ Evidtion of an Error, which they have not the Vertue 


5 


to gut, When they perceive it. e 
Mun reſpect to the Conſequences of ſuch a deter- 
min d Obſtinacy they are deplorable, but, as it now 
happens, -perniciovs only to themſelves; the lat Error 
* abundaatly worſe than the firſt. For a reſolute Neg- 
lect of that ſupremely rational Duty of uſing the Eye 
of the Underftanding to diſcern and ſer us right, God 
often gives the Man, and his Underſtanding, over to 
a reprobate, undiſcerning, injuficious Mind, . e. 
A Mind without judgment is worſe than Eyes without 
Sight: There may be the Appearance of a fair Eye, 
as in the Gueta Serena, yer deſtitute of Sight; ſo in re- 
ſpect of ſome Things, you may keep Company with a 
Mind that has the Preſence of Rationality and the 
Looks of Judgment, yet void of Diſcerning; and this 
would be more amazing than the other, if it was not 
more common. When this acquired Blindneſs has o- 
overſpread the Faculties, the Man becomes incurable 
to Reaſon, and loſt to Perſwaſion; the very Powers of 
Reaſoning ſo often balk d of their Purpoſe, and violegr- 
ly getain'd from their proper Uſe, are enfeebled, ſu- 
| 8 ſtupid, and unreflecting in that particular Caſe ; 
ike a Man who has tyed up his Joynts ſo long as to 
have loſt rhe Exerciſe of them. To offer Violence to 
Truth, or its diſcoverning Faculty, is the ſame as ta 
offer it to God; and he who gives us our Underſtand- 
ing partakes of the Indigniry, and intereſts himſelf ſo 
much in the Affront, as to give them over to ſtrong De- 
lufions, to believe a Lye, and readily acquieſce under 
Avſurdiry and Contradiction (the Nonſenſe of the Un- 
derftanding :) for a Recompence of perverſly ſtifling 
Conviction, and bafling the directing Powers, of his 
beſtowing, tis juſt with him ro ſuffer them to looſe 
their Direction. Thus tis no wonder, that Sedneers 
wax worſe and worſe, deceiving and being deceived ; ſpeak- 
' ES ning 
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Reaſon, Inteteſt, and all the Benefit ef Uairy tee 


Oarh, o 


letting go "Diviſions, - the Conſcience? 'of A 


1 of Peace within, conſtrain to it. "Belidesy there” are 
great Privileges attend ſuch an ingenuous EConfeffion 3 
ran open Acknowledgment, in. Con junction with 4 
—_— making it good, is of ſo much more Advan- 
e than a, Glent, Change of Behayiour, that it actu- 

ally Fs ers a Man back five. or fix ears: tis like Reſti- 
rurion to the Püblick, for t 55 Fate of an erronegus 
9 inion, meet to wipe out Tranlgreſſions againſt ir; 
u the corrupt Matter begins to run «pe the feſter d 

| Sore in a vihble Quantity, it preſentiy heals. What 
085 better, becomes thofe who bold Places, that 
they Lei ig at the Bread of the Government With a 
e ind ? Tis not only the beſt Days Wotk for 
them, b ut in gefleral for all others, who have 8 oled 
the publick Meatüres, by their Active Endea vors or 
by 5035 Neutraliry: and ndifference,'ro' make this wiſe 
And gener 5 Revotarion of. their Carriage, folemnly 
Fa e 3s jos the like Inadvertency on their Part 
or the future: all who really and conſiſteatiy are, what 
they call themſelves, Hanover T., haye no more ro 


do, but declare, wherever they come, that they babe been 


We. all this time, but did not know. it; this would at once 


diſimbitter their Minds from Party- Paſſion, and reco- 


Ver them to the ſuſpended Bleſſing of God, of having the 
| Spirit of Love and of a ſound Mind: They would delt- 
ver themſelves, out of Hand, from artificial Falſhoods, 
and the miſchievous Spirit of Suſpicion; they would 
reſign up Oppoſition, for good and all; be freer in 
Joys and Praiſes hitherto heſitated; follow any Trade 


ur that of State- mending, ſince there is ſo little to be 
got by it; inſtead iy: Slandering and Murmuring, — 


KH 


and _perſwade 10 ir the Love of Peage, the ut] 


had] and importunſe; and the Dic et Honor . k 
hoy, the aſſurance of Applanſe, withour? Mis 
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| WE, Si 
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would reprove all guilty of it hereafter; in lieu of 
Ving vs . Ki turn d our, becauſe rhey are grown | 
Popular, and beloved, for theit eminent Wiſdom, and 
Fidele), to their King and Country, they would join 
all their Faculties and Aſſiſtance to ſupport chem in 
that beſt Capacity of ſerving the Publick; in a Word, 
they would not only fearn to bear better, but rejoice 
in, the Eminency of their Vertues; which bring in all 
advantagious Supplements and Securities to a bad Peace, 
and with them Univerſal Proſperity, Safety, and not 
ecrly retrieve, but encreaſe, the Britiſp Glory and 
Puillunce. [The Country Gentlemen themſelves would 
all pages Courriers, 2 their r. T of 
oppoſing the Court, right or wrong, when now they - 
ſee it the reigning Faſhion there, to eſpouſe and bei 
the Connery Intereſt... : | 
FOR now the bleſſed Time commences, for diffu- 
ſinga new Gegius into all Ranks among us, for dig- 
ging up che Root of old Parry-Divifion, and layin 
the Foundation of Peace and Tranquiliry for Ages an 
\ Generations. The Hopes of Popery, that inceſſant Pac- 
tor for, every Diſcord here, which has had Life and 
' Vigour 10 plot and project under Nine Succeffive 
Reigns, begins now ro ſicken, 288 and dye, at 


the F of the preſent Race of Kings. Behold ! 
rejoicE&Fand ſing, that the Time is come for the Law, 
which knows no Party, and will endure no Diſloyalty, 


ro govern us all by Righteouſneſs; and for Religion, 
which diſſwades from both, to rule in our Hearts, with | 
more Knowledge, with more Love and Charity, the ) . 
end of the Commandment. Behold faith the Lord (Fer. 7 g 

33. 6.) Iwill bring Health and Cure, and I will cure them, L 41 ; 

| and will reveal unto them Abundance of Peace and Truth 
Amen, ſo be it to GREAT-BRITTAIN. 
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